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REPORT  OF  THE  YEAR'S  WORK. 
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In  so  far  as  national  affairs  are  concerned  the  past 
year  in  Japan  will  be  noted  for  its  important  political 
agitations  and  changes  ; for  the  rapid  growth  of  trade 
and  industries,  and  for  the  rise  of  great  questions 
connected  with  the  relations  between  labor  and 
capital. 

It  will  be  marked  also  by  the  great  enlargement 
of  her  foreign  commerce.  The  principal  steamship 
companies  of  Japan  by  means  of  large  supplies  of 
money  received  from  the  government  have  been  able 
to  buy  the  best  modern  ships,  and  to  open  new  and 
important  lines  to  western  countries. 

Thus  Japan,  by  widening  her  intercourse  with 
Christian  nations,  is  preparing  the  way  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  full  force  of  Christian  civilization  on  her 
people  ; for  she  can  hardly  enter  into  the  friendly 
rivalry  of  commerce  with  western  nations  without 
feeling  through  the  enlarged  intercourse,  the  effect  of 
the  great  Christian  forces  that  underlie  their  civiliza- 
tion. 

Turning  our  attention  from  national  affairs  to  view 
the  condition  of  the  workers  and  the  work  of  mis- 
sions, we  note  the  absence  of  one  who  was  with  us 
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at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  the  whose  face 
was  very  familiar  ht  these  meetings.  The  Rev.  James 
Mitchel  McCauley  s wTork  for  the  Master  here  is  done, 
and  well  done.  God  has  called  him  to  a higher 
service.  After  a short  term  of  labor  in  Siam  he  was 
compelled  to  leave  that  country  on  account  of  ill 
health.  On  coming  to  Japan  his  health  was  in  some 
measure  restored,  and  he  labored  here  faithfully  and 
successfully  from  the  year  1880  until  within  a short 
time  before  his  death.  On  February  10th  1897  the 
summons  came,  and  he  passed  away  to  receive  the 
answer  to  his  last  uttered  prayer,  Show  me  more  of 
thy  glory,  O Christ. 

With  this  exception  no  name  has  been  erased  from 
the  mission  rolls,  but  several  have  been  added.  These 
are  Miss  Claude  L.  Grier  of  the  Mission  of  the  Pres. 
Church  in  the  U.  S.,  the  Rev.  H.  Brokaw  and  Mrs. 
Brokaw  of  the  West  Japan  Mission  of  the  Pres. 
Church  in  the  U.  S.  A.,  and  the  Rev.  Paul  L.  Ger- 
hardt  of  the  Japan  Mission  of  the  Reformed  Church 
(German)  in  the  U.  S.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Imbrie  and 
Mrs.  Imbrie  have  returned  to  Japan. 

The  Mission  of  the  Reformed  Church  (German)  in 
the  U.  S.  is  looking  forward  to  the  arrival  of  a lady 
missionary  early  in  next  autumn.  The  North  Japan 
Mission  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  expects 
the  arrival  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Scudder  and 
Mrs.  Schenck  in  August. 

The  following  have  returned  to  Japan  after  fur- 
lough : The  Rev.  Geo.  P.  Pierson  and  Mrs.  Pierson, 

and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Laudis  of  the  East 
Japan  Mission ; also  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  B.  Price 
of  the  Southern  Pres.  Mission. 

Mrs.  T.  T.  Alexander  and  children  and  Mrs.  J.  K. 
McCauley  and  Miss.  A.  K.  Davis  of  the  East  Japan 
Mission  of  the  Pres.  Church,  Dr.  M.  N.  Wyckoff  of 
the  North  Japan  Mission  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Ayres  and  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  T.  C.  Winn,  Miss  Ella  McGuire  and  Miss  S.  M. 
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Thompson  of  the  West  Japan  Mission  of  the  Pres. 
Church,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  B.  Schneder  of  the 
Reformed  Church  (German),  and  Miss.  Ella  Gardner 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  have  returned 
to  America  on  furlough. 

All  the  members  of  our  missions  are  engaged  either 
in  educational  or  in  evangelistic  work.  The  former 
includes  theological  and  Bible  training  and  general 
educational  work.  Some  combine  with  other  work 
the  preparation  or  the  translation  of  religious  books 
and  tracts.  This  work  will  be  considered  under  the 
head  of  publication. 

EDUCATIONAL  WORK. 

One  has  said,  “ Historically  the  school  in  all 
countries  has  been  the  daughter  of  the  Church.” 
We  may  add  to  this  that  as  many  a daughter  is  the 
stay  of  a burdened  mother,  so  the  school  may  be 
made  one  of  the  greatest  aids  in  the  work  of  the 
Church.  Our  Church  fathers,  “ The  Huguenots,  the 
Dutch  and  the  Scotch,  in  the  Carolinas,  in  Georgia, 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  Delaware,  as  well  as  in  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey  and  New  York,  like  the  Calvin- 
ist, of  New  England,  all  brought  the  Church,  the 
Bible  and  the  school  with  them  ; and  so  the  Church 
which  they  under  God  established  never 

Dreads  the  sceptic’s  puny  hands 

While  near  her  school  the  church-spire  stands ; 

Nor  fears  the  blinded  bigot’s  rule, 

While  near  her  church-spire  stands  a school. 

There  the  blessing  of  God  has  followed  Christian 
education  ; and  here  in  Japan,  as  a branch  of  the 
evangelistic  service,  as  a means  for  securing  the  per- 
petuity of  the  Church,  and  as  an  aid  for  saving  the 
children  of  Christian  parents  from  the  contaminating 
and  hostile  influence  of  the  public  schools,  and  for 
fitting  the  Church  to  withstand  the  assaults  of  the 
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prevalent  atheism,  its  importance  can  scarcely  be 
e^ggerated. 

Most  of  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  Japan 
are  actively  opposed  to  Christianity.  The  words  of  a 
missionary  writing  of  the  opposition  shown  by  this 
class  in  a particular  field  have  a general  application. 
She  writes,  “ The  attendance  at  our  Sunday  School 
varies  owing  to  a number  of  different  reports  about 
our  motives  which  chiefly  if  not  entirely  originated 
with  the  public  school  teachers.  They,  for  what 
reason  we  know  not,  oppose  not  only  our  work  but 
that  of  Christian  workers  generally.’'  The  statement 
of  these  facts  emphasizes  the  need  of  Christian  schools 
in  Japan  and  shows  the  importance  of  the  work  they 
are  doing. 

These  are  three  schools  of  high  grade  connected 
with  the  Council  that  have  special  theological  depart- 
ments to  train  young  men  for  evangelistic  work. 
One  is  the  Meiji  Gakuin,  at  Tokyo,  in  the  central 
part  of  Japan  ; another  is  Steel  College  at  Nagasaki, 
in  the  South  ; and  the  third  is  the  Tohoku  Gakuin  at 
Sendai,  in  the  North. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  South  Japan  Mission  of 
the  Reformed  Church  contains  the  following  with 
regard  to  Steele  College  : “ The  past  twelve  months 

have  been  to  the  school  a period  of  many  changes,  of 
constant  anxiety,  and  great  losses  ; but  also  of  gracious 
providential  leadings  and  substantial  gains.  During 
this  time  about  a third  of  the  students  left  the  school 
on  account  of  a disturbance  of  a very  serious  nature, 
and  this  was  followed  by  the  loss  of  six  of  the  teachers. 
Seven  others  were  engaged  to  supply  their  places  ; 
among  whom  was  Mr.  Amos  A.  Davis,  of  Doane 
College,  Nebraska,  who  had  come  out  under  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  Committee.  He  has  charge  of  the  English 
class  in  the  College.  It  was  therefore  with  these 
changes  a new  school  that  opened  in  September. 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  it  is  a matter  for  congrat- 
ulation that  the  Christian  character  of  the  faculty 
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has  distinctly  improved.  In  the  school  also  during 
the  last  three  months  there  has  been  a gradual  im- 
provement, and  there  has  been  a general  desire  on 
the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils  to  do  their  best 
and  maintain  good  order  and  discipline.” 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Pieters,  who  is  still  acting  as  Pre- 
sident, writes  : “ At  the  beginning  of  the  third  term 
we  opened  a Preparatory  Class,  the  purpose  of  which 
is  to  prepare  students  to  enter  the  regular  B.  Class  in 
September.  So  many  entered  this  new  class  that  our 
numbers  are  considerably  increased.  We  have  now 
sixty-eight  students,  excluding  those  in  theology,  of 
whom  there  are  four.  Altogether  the  outlook  for 
education  here  is  more  encouraging  than  it  has  been 
for  several  years  past.” 

The  condition  of  the  Theological  Department 
during  the  first  six  months  of  last  year  was  very 
satisfactory.  The  pupils  numbered  eleven.  An 
excellent  class  of  six  was  graduated  in  June.  In  the 
fall  no  new  men  entered,  and  one  of  the  former 
students  was  prevented  from  returning  ; so  that  even 
with  the  re-entrance  of  one  of  the  young  men  who 
had  been  in  the  field  for  a year  or  two,  there  were 
only  five  theological  students.  One  of  these  left 
during  the  term  through  dissatisfaction  with  an 
action  of  the  Presbytery. 

The  work  in  the  Theological  Department  of  the 
Meiji  Gakuin  was  carried  on  during  the  past  year 
very  much  as  usual.  There  were  however  some 
changes  in  the  teaching  force.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Uemu- 
ra  having  resigned  his  place  on  the  faculty,  Mr.  B. 
Suyama  was  appointed  to  teach  in  his  stead  for  one 
year.  The  Rev.  J.  Poppen  Ph.  D.,  successor  to  Dr. 
Verbeck,  began  his  work  with  the  opening  of  the 
fall  term.  The  Rev.  H.  M.  Landis  was  compelled 
to  give  up  his  work  during  the  year,  and  to  take  a 
furlough  in  Europe  and  America.  The  number  of 
students  in  attendance  during  the  year  was  twenty- 
five.  Twelve  of  these  have  been  graduated.  The 
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general  conduct  of  the  students  has  been  good.  The 
work  in  the  Academic  Department  has  been  on  the 
same  lines  as  in  previous  years.  After  the  death  of 
Dr.  McCauley  the  Rev.  T.  M.  MacNair  for  a time 
taught  in  the  school  in  addition  to  his  other  work. 
During  the  year  fifty-eight  students  have  been 
enrolled.  Forty-two  of  these  are  professing  Chris- 
tians. There  were  ten  graduates.  The  condition 
of  this  department  has  been  encouraging.  In  almost 
every  case  the  attendance  has  been  good  throughout 
the  year,  and  the  work  of  the  students  performed 
in  an  excellent  spirit. 

The  Tohoku  Gakuin  at  Sendai  has  had  another 
quiet  and  prosperous  year.  The  whole  number  of 
students  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-one,  about  one  half 
of  whom  are  Christians.  There  are  twenty-one 
young  men  pursuing  their  studies  in  the  Theological 
Department.  Eight  will  graduate  from  this  depart- 
ment in  June.  The  spirit  of  Christianity  is  more 
and  more  manifest  in  this  school.  The  work  of 
Mr.  John  R.  Mott  left  a good  impression.  A Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  has  been  organized. 
Some  of  the  students  are  zealous  in  evangelistic  work. 
In  the  Industrial  Department  a limited  number  of 
worthy  young  men  are  enabled  to  obtain  a liberal 
Christian  education,  by  being  furnished  an  opportunity 
to  support  themselves  in  part  by  means  of  their  own 
labor.  This  spring  the  Home  has  been  reorganized, 
being  brought  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Tohoku  Gakuin.  The  students  are 
required  to  work  three  hours  a day,  and  five  hours  on 
Saturdays,  and  also  in  the  vacation. 

Regarding  the  Saga  Winter  Bible  School,  Mr. 
Oltmans  writes  as  follow  : — 

u For  a long  time  I had  considered  the  poor  condi- 
tion in  which  our  Japanese  brethren  find  themselves, 
when  out  in  the  field,  in  regard  to  regular  Bible 
study.  Their  helps  are  very  few.  Most  of  them 
cannot  use  English  commentaries  etc.  They  have 
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frequent  callers,  so  that  their  time  is  much  broken 
up.  Their  systematic  study  of  the  Bible  has  been 
very  limited.  They  have  not  learned  to  know  the 
Scriptures  from  a child.  All  these  things  are  against 
them,  and  they  frequently  complained  to  me  of  these 
matters.  It  was  in  order  to  help  these  men  that  we 
started  our  Winter  Bible  School  in  January  1896, 
upon  the  following  plan  : — 

I made  out  the  entire  schedule  of  studies  before- 
hand and  sent  copies  to  the  men  months  ahead  of 
the  time,  so  that  they  could  prepare  themselves. 
The  lessons  for  1896  were  all  taken  from  the  Gospels, 
and  chosen  with  reference  to  consecutiveness  in  study. 
Each  day’s  work  was  begun  with  a prayer-meeting 
from  8 : 30  to  9 : 30.  Then  followed  Bible  study 
pure  and  simple  upon  the  passages  chosen,  from  9.30 
to  12.  The  object  held  constantly  in  mind  was, 
What  says  the  Lord?  No  long  discussions  on  doubt- 
ful questions  were  allowed.  Each  one  was  asked, 
freely  and  briefly  to  express  his  opinion  if  he  had 
one.  Copious  notes  were  taken  by  nearly  all  of  the 
men  and  the  Bible  women  present. 

In  the  afternoon  we  had  topical  study  of  the  Bible. 
Each  man  introduced  a certain  topic,  assigned  him 
beforehand,  in  a brief  written  form.  Then  the  topic 
was  studied  and  discussed  at  large,  with  constant 
reference  to  what  the  Bible  said  on  the  subjeet.  A 
blackboard  was  used  with  good  effect.  These  meet- 
ings lasted  from  1 : 30  to  4.  Every  other  evening 
there  was  a sermon  by  one  of  the  men  on  some  sub- 
ject assigned  beforehand  and  having  close  connection 
with  the  portion  of  Scripture  studied.  The  alternate 
evenings  were  used,  some  for  gathering  up  the  frag- 
ments of  Bible  study  left  over  from  the  day’s  lesson, 
and  two  evenings  for  social  gathering. 

The  men  were  all  lodged  at  the  same  hotel,  and 
hence  had  ample  opportunity  to  talk  over  the  lessons, 
which  they  also  did.  This  added  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  the  meetings. 
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The  best  of  harmony  prevailed  throughout,  and  at 
the  final  meeting  each  one  expressed  his  joy  at  having 
had  these  days  of  Bible  study.  They  then  requested 
that  similar  meetings  be  held  next  year.  This  we 
did  and  met  again  in  January  of  this  year.  This 
time  the  Acts  were  studied  from  beginning  to  end. 
We  had  not  only  our  own  men,  as  last  year,  but  Mr. 
Peeke  brought  his  men  also  from  the  South  and  the 
Pres.  Mission  sent  their  Kyushu  men.  So  that  we 
had  24  Japanese  men,  3 Bible  women,  and  Mr.  Peeke 
and  myself.  Instead  of  the  topical  study  in  the  after- 
noon, we  had,  as  in  the  morning,  consecutive  study 
in  the  Acts. 

The  meetings  are  entirely  in  my  own  hands,  from 
beginning  to  end.  It  being,  as  it  seems  to  us,  neces- 
sary to  success,  that  one  man  control  all  the  meetings. 
I think  all  the  men  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  this 
part  of  the  plan.  Our  men  had  their  expenses  paid 
for  them,  which  seemed  necessary  under  the  present 
circumstances.  Next  year,  I hope  to  have  topical 
studies  throughout  from  the  Gospel  of  Luke. 

I think  there  can  be  no  two  opinions  as  to  the 
usefulness  of  such  Bible  study  if  carried  in  with 
entire  dependence  upon  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  with  the  best  preparation  possible  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  concerned  in  it,  The  idea  is 
not  only  to  study  a certain  portion  of  the  Word,  but 
also  to  give  practical  demonstration  of  methods  of 
Bible  study,  in  the  hope  that  the  men  may  make  use 
of  them  throughout  the  year.  A large  and  thorough 
acquaintance  with  God’s  Book  is  aimed  at,  as  one  of 
the  indispensable  conditions  of  successful  pastoral 
and  evangelistic  work.  It  is  not  to  take  the  place,  in 
any  way,  of  regular  theological  training  at  the 
Seminary,  but  to  supplement  such  training  and  to 
work  up  a desire  for  regular,  continuous  methodical 
Bible  study  among  the  men  while  they  are  engaged 
in  active  work.  Any  hints  as  to  the  best  methods  for 
carrying  on  such  Bible  School  work  are  earnestly 
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solicited  from  those  who  can  give  them.  In  conclu- 
sion let  me  say  that  our  Winter  Bible  School  differs 
essentially  from  the  so-called  summer-schools  and 
Domei  Kwai  here  in  Japan. 

Corresponding  to  the  theological  schools  for  men 
are  the  Bible  schools  for  women. 

One  of  these  is  located  at  Yokohama,  and  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Woman’s  Union  Missionary  Society 
of  America.  There  are  several  applicants  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Bible  Readers  Corps  of  this  school, 
although  the  school  is  now  full,  consisting  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  members.  “ The  meetings 
which  they  have  held  aggregate  fourteen  hundred 
and  three.  There  have  been  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  converted  and  baptized,  while  ninety-nine 
others  have  professed  faith  in  our  Lord,  but  have 
not  yet  received  baptism.” 

The  purpose  of  the  Bible  School  at  Kochi  is  to 
instruct  as  many  Christian  women  as  possible  in  the 
Bible,  with  the  end  in  view  of  selecting  for  Christian 
work  those  who  show  their  fitness  for  it  by  their 
consecration  and  aptness  to  teach.  Miss  Dowd,  who 
has  charge  of  this  school,  is  much  encouraged  by 
the  improvement  shown  since  last  year. 

The  Bible  School  in  Nagasaki  is  still  in  its  in- 
fancy. Miss  Couch,  who  teaches  the  school,  came 
from  Saga  to  Nagasaki  last  summer.  The  examina- 
tions at  the  close  of  the  autumn  term  were  very 
satisfactory. 

There  is  no  report  at  hand  from  the  Drennan 
Bible  Institute  at  Ise  ; but  Dr.  A.  D.  Hail,  in  his 
annual  report  to  the  Board  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  America,  states  that  the  work  of 
the  school  “ is  moving  along  encouragingly.”  Mrs. 
Drennan  and  Mrs.  Lyon  are  engaged  in  this  work. 

The  work  in  the  Tokyo  Bible  Woman's  School 
presents  little  change  except  that  certain  tests  applied 
during  the  past  year  have  reduced  its  numbers 
somewhat  below  the  usual  average.  Mrs.  MacNair 
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writes  : “ We  feel  more  and  more  tlie  importance  of 
training  for  this  work  only  those  women  whose  ap- 
preciation of  its  responsibilities  and  importance  in 
some  degree  approaches  our  own.  Following  this 
purpose  we  have  declined  to  receive  twelve  applicants 
for  admission  into  the  school  during  the  year.  Those 
who  were  received  have  been  faithful  and  give  pro- 
mise of  usefulness. 


BOYS  SCHOOLS. 

The  school  at  Okazaki,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  Mr.  S.  P.  Fulton,  has  been  kept  open 
as  usual  during  the  year.  “ The  number  of  students 
is  small ; but  the  Christians  number  some  six  or 
eight.  They  take  part  in  the  prayer-meetings.  At 
least  two  have  the  ministry  in  view.  The  school  is  a 
valuable  auxiliary  to  the  work  there.” 

Inasmuch  as  the  changes  in  the  Kanazawa 
school  for  boys  were  so  great  as  to  leave  it  merely 
English  class  work,  and  as  no  missionary  was  found 
who  wished  to  devote  himself  to  this  kind  of  work, 
the  school  was  closed.  The  attendance  was  as  usual 
up  to  the  time  of  the  decision  to  close.  As  a means 
of  building  up  the  Church  it  has  not  been  so  suc- 
cessful lately  as  in  its  earlier  history.  Three  young 
men,  however,  who  were  trained  in  the  school, 
were  licensed  by  the  Tokyo  Presbytery  at  its  last 
meeting,  and  have  just  entered  upon  their  work  as 
evangelists. 


GIRLS  SCHOOLS. 

The  Hokusei  Jogakko  at  Sapporo,  under  the 
care  of  the  East  Japan  Mission  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  has  grown  beyond  its  dormitory  accommoda- 
tions. A new  two  story  house  has  been  erected  on 
the  property  for  the  foreign  teachers.  The  aim  of 
the  school  from  the  beginning  has  been  to  maintain 
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self-support.  The  school  is  an  important  part  of  the 
Hokkaido  work. 

The  Seishu  Jogakko,  connected  with  the  same 
mission,  is  situated  at  Otaru.  It  was  opened  about 
two  years  ago.  Thirty  names  have  been  enrolled 
this  year.  He  is  largely  an  industrial  school,  The 
Bible  is  taught  daily.  Miss  C.  IT.  Rose  the  principal 
writes  : “ There  are  large  opportunities  in  the  Hok- 

kaido for  Christian  work,  and  I hope  that  many 
missionaries  will  join  us  within  the  next  five  years.” 

The  Joshi  Gakuin  of  Tokyo,  which  is  supported 
by  the  East  Japan  Mission  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  reports  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred  and 
five  pupils  during  the  past  year,  of  whom  eighty-three 
were  in  the  Joshi  Gakuin  proper,  and  twenty-two 
in  the  Sho  Gakko.  There  are  forty-three  professing 
Christians  in  the  school.  Fourteen  persons  connected 
with  the  institution  have  been  baptized  during  the 
past  year — twelve  pupils  and  two  employees. 

The  school  of  the  Woman’s  Union  Missionary 
Society,  at  No.  212  Yokohama,  has  had  a prosper- 
ous year.  Eighty-eight  pupils  have  been  in  atten- 
dance during  the  past  year.  Forty  of  these  are 
earnest  Christians.  The  spiritual  life  of  the  school 
seems  to  be  in  a healthy  condition.  Eleven  confessed 
their  faith  in  the  Saviour  during  the  year.  “ There 
are  frequent  calls  from  missionaries  for  assistants. 
Last  year  ten  applications  were  refused  ; it  being  im- 
possible to  educate  the  girls  fast  enough  to  meet  the 
demands  for  teachers,  and  for  wives  of  evangelists  and 
other  Christian  young  men.” 

There  were  forty-eight  pupils  in  the  Kinj5  Jo- 
Gakko  during  the  past  year.  Of  these  twenty-two 
were  Christians.  Some  that  have  gone  out  have  been 
persecuted,  but  have  remained  steadfast  in  the  faith, 
and  have  moreover  proved  their  faith  by  their  works. 
The  Industrial  Department  has  become  very  im- 
portant as  it  furnishes  employment  for  the  girls  who 
receive  aid  making  them  partially  self-supporting. 
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The  Wilmina  Girls  School  in  Osaka  has  enrolled 
thirty-five  pupils  during  the  past  year.  Four  received 
baptism.  There  are  sixteen  Christians  among 
them. 

When  the  report  from  the  Kanazawa  Girls 
School  was  written  there  were  thirty-three  pupils  ; 
but  judging  from  the  number  of  applications  it  was 
expected  that  the  number  would  be  increased  to  forty 
at  the  opening  of  the  new  term  in  April.  Only  a 
third  of  the  girls  are  Christians  ; but  many  more  are 
“ deeply  interested  in  their  eternal  welfare.”  Those 
that  are  supported  by  the  mission  work  ten  hours  a 
week  “ at  embroidery,  and  the  income  from  their 
work  helps  towards  their  support.” 

“The  past  year  in  the  Naniwa  Jo-Gakko  of  Osaka, 
while  eventful  in  some  respects,  has  been  characterized 
throughout  by  harmony  and  quiet  progress.  There 
was  a valuable  addition  to  the  teaching  force  during 
the  year  in  the  person  of  Miss  Thompson,  who 
reached  Japan  in  November  1895.  The  school  also 
welcomed  Miss  Garvin  on  her  return  to  Japan. 
Only  two  pupils  in  this  school  receive  their  entire 
support  from  the  mission.  The  teachers  are  reduc- 
ing the  support  of  the  pupils  to  a minimum,  and  the 
continuance  of  any  aid  depends  upon  the  constant 
efforts  of  the  pupil  to  make  the  very  best  of  her 
opportunities,  and  the  development  of  a charactor 
that  promises  to  wield  an  influence  in  uplifting  the 
standard  of  womanhood  in  Japan.  The  Christian 
girls  in  the  school  are  hard  working  missionaries  in 
the  Sunday  School  and  in  the  Young  Peoples 
Society  of  Christian  Endeavor.  In  reviewing  the 
work  of  the  school  there  is  no  room  for  discourage- 
ment.” 

Many  changes  mark  the  past  year  in  the  school 
calendar  of  Ferris  Seminary  in  Yokohama.  Those 
necessarily  made  by  the  cutting  down  of  expenses 
gave  the  faculty  much  anxiety.  Mr.  Booths  return 
to  America  soon  after  increased  the  concern. 
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“ The  closing  of  the  Sho  Gakko  and  the  gradua- 
tion of  a class  numbering  fourteen  in  April,  1896, 
considerably  diminished  the  number  in  attendance. 
Just  at  this  time  also  an  epidemic  of  kakke  broke  out 
in  the  school,  and  of  the  forty-five  pupils  in  the 
Grammar  Department,  thirty  were  attacked  by  this 
disease.  By  the  order  of  the  school  physician,  ar- 
rangements were  promptly  made  to  close  the  school. 
There  were  several  weeks  before  the  government 
Sho  Gakko,  whose  schedule  the  Seminary  was  follow- 
ing would  close.  Much  anxiety  was  felt  lest  the 
Ferris  Seminary  pupils  should  enter  this  school; 
and  the  fears  entertained  were  well  grounded  ; for 
fifteen  did  not  return  to  the  Seminary  when  it  was 
reopened.  The  teachers,  however,  have  evidences 
that  their  labor  has  not  been  in  vain.  The  improve- 
ment and  interest  shown  by  the  pupils  in  their  several 
spheres  of  work  are  very  encouraging.” 

This  has  been  a year  of  nearly  as  marked  changes 
in  Sturges  Seminary  as  in  Steele  College.  Early  in 
the  year  there  was  discord  in  the  school,  stirred  up 
by  one  of  the  teachers.  As  a result,  between  dismissals 
and  resignations,  three  teachers  are  no  longer  in  the 
school,  and  the  circumstances  attending  the  gradua- 
tion of  ten  girls  were  not  so  pleasant  as  they  other- 
wise would  have  been.  In  fact,  though  they  had 
finished  the  course,  a number  of  the  girls  did  not  re- 
gularly graduate.  This  unpleasantness,  while  bringing 
disappointment  in  some  ways,  also  served  to  make 
conspicuous  the  good  qualities  of  a number  of  the 
pupils.  The  new  teachers,  obtained  in  the  place  of 
those  who  left,  are  all  Christians.  There  are  fifty- 
four  pupils  in  the  school.  One  third  of  the  pupils 
pay  their  own  expenses. 

The  Tosa  Jo-Gakko  continues  to  be  closed  as  a 
school  ; but  Miss  Stirling  still  has  a class  of  pupils, 
who  are  allowed  to  choose  their  own  studies  without 
being  required  to  follow  any  prescribed  course.  She 
is  greatly  encouraged  in  this  work ; but  she  adds 
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that  woman's  education  in  Tosa  still  declines.  A 
fact  that  is  “ conspicuous  in  the  government  schools 
also  where  money  and  effort  are  lavishly  used.  In 
these  schools  of  the  lower  and  middle  grades  the 
falling  off  is  very  marked." 

“ The  Kojo  Jo  Gakuin,  of  Yamaguchi,  was  open- 
ed a few  years  ago  just  as  the  interest  in  womans 
education  was  beginning  to  decline.  Miss  Bigelow 
writes  : “ For  several  years  the  number  of  pupils  was 
stationary  ; but  lately  there  seems  to  be  an  awaken- 
ing in  conservative  Chosliu,  and  the  school  is  being 
recognized  in  high  places.  At  the  tenth  annual 
commencement  in  April,  the  large  audience  included 
judges,  officials,  and,  the  leading  educators  of  the 
town.  The  newspapers,  whose  representatives  were 
present,  gave  very  flattering  accounts  of  the  exercises. 
One  newspaper,  which  has  always  been  strongly 
opposed  to  Christianity,  qualified  its  praise  by  observ- 
ing that  if  these  Christians  practiced  what  they 
taught,  it  would  be  a good  thing.  The  year  has 
been  full  of  difficulties,  chiefly  connected  with  the 
impossibility  of  finding  proper  teachers  ; but  we  feel 
that  it  has  been  a prosperous  year  and  that  the  out- 
look is  brighter  than  ever  before."  The  departure 
of  Mrs.  Ayers  for  America,  leaves  Miss  Bigelow  the 
only  foreign  lady  connected  with  the  school. 

The  Sho  Yei  Jo-Gakko  of  Tokyo  is  conducted  and 
sustained  by  Mr.  Kiyome  Okami  ; but  several  mis- 
sionaries connected  with  the  Council  are  teaching 
in  this  school.  Mrs.  MacNair  writes  : “ The  school 

numbers  sixty  pupils.  It  provides  an  excellent 
education  for  girls,  rather  more  on  Japanese  lines 
than  most  of  our  mission  schools.  As  to  its  Christ- 
ian influence,  nearly  if  not  all  the  resident  pupils 
attend  Sunday  School  and  public  worship." 

The  yearly  enrollment  of  the  Miyagi  Jo-Gakko  is 
fifty-nine  pupils.  Twenty-five  of  these  are  Christians. 
Two  were  baptized  during  the  year.  The  tenth 
anniversary  of  the  school  was  celebrated  on  November 
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20th,  1896.  The  girls  are  engaged  in  teaching  in  at 
least  ten  different  Sunday  Schools  connected  with  the 
mission. 


DAY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Shinagawa  Day  School  numbers  one  hundred 
and  forty  children  between  the  ages  of  three  and 
fourteen.  Mrs.  MacNair  writes  : — 

“ It  is  under  the  Educational  Bureau’s  direction,  so 
far  as  its  secular  work  is  concerned  ; but  there  is  no 
interference  with  Christian  teaching.  It  is  strictly 
an  evangelistic  agency,  organized  and  sustained  for 
the  purpose  of  sowing  the  seed  of  Christian  truth  in  the 
minds  of  the  children.  This  Christian  teaching  is  done 
during  school  hours.  By  means  of  the  Kindergarten 
Department  the  higher  class  from  a social  point  of 
views  is  bring  reached.  By  means  of  the  Sunday 
School,  composed  largely  of  the  children  from  the 
Day  School,  Christian  truth  is  carried  into  many 
homes.” 

The  Keimo  Sho  Gakko  of  Tokyo  has  two  hundred 
and  ten  pupils  in  attendance,  and  six  teachers. 
“ Religious  instruction  is  given  to  the  pupils  every 
morning,  and  a Sunday  School  is  maintained  which 
all  are  expected  to  attend.  Parents  promise  to  send 
their  children  to  the  Sunday  School  before  they  are 
permitted  to  enter  the  Day  School.  Sometimes  a 
zealous  little  fellow  will  bring  two  or  three  compan- 
ions along  who  are  not  members  of  the  Day  School. 
Most  of  the  children  are  from  heathen  homes  and 
efforts  are  made  as  far  as  possible  to  bring  the  Gospel 
to  the  parents  through  the  children.  “ In  addition 
to  these  schools  there  is  the  Sumiyoshi  Sho  Gakko 
of  Yokohama,  from  which  there  is  no  report  at 
hand. 

The  Kanagawa  Childrens  School,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Miss  F.  E.  Porter,  combines  a Kindergarten 
Department  with  the  school  work. 
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PUBLICATION. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  publications  that  have 
appeared  during  the  year  in  connection  with  our 
work  : 

(1) .  Questions  on  Matthew  by  the  Rev.  G.  G. 
Hudson. 

(2) .  A Child’s  Catechism,  and  a translation  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Catechism,  by  the  Rev. 
A.  D.  Hail,  D.  D. 

(3) .  Yasokyo  Domo  Mondo  (A  Child’s  Catechism 
concerning  Christianity),  prepared  by  the  Pres. 
Mission  (South)  and  published  in  1896  by  Mr.  S.  Ito. 

(4) .  The  Inaugural  Address  of  the  Rev.  J.  Poppen 
Ph.  D.  delivered  last  autumn  at  the  Meiji  Gakuin. 

(5) .  A Sketch  of  the  Hakkai  Kojiin,  (Orphanage), 
prepared  by  the  Rev.  E.  R.  Miller. 

(6) .  Yorokobi  no  Otozure  (Glad  Tidings),  Chiisaki 
Otozure  (Little  Tidings)  both  under  the  editorship  of 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Miller. 

In  addition  to  these  the  following  monthlies  have 
been  established  : 

(1) .  The  Fuyoho  (Mount  Fuji).  Editor  and  Pub- 
lisher, Kawai  Shinsui.  Issued  by  the  Industrial 
Home,  Sendai. 

(2) .  The  Seikei  Kwatei  (Bible  Lessons).  Estab- 
lished in  1897  at  the  joint  instance  of  the  Council 
and  the  Synod  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan. 
Editor  and  Publisher  the  Rev.  T.  Miura  (Rev.  E.  R. 
Miller),  Morioka. 

(3) .  Tenrai  (Heavenly  Sound).  Established  in 
1896.  Editor  the  Rev.  K.  Muraoka.  Publisher 
Omiya  Toshisada,  Niigata. 

EVANGELISTIC  WORK. 

The  work  on  the  large  island  of  Kyushu  is  mainly 
under  the  supervision  of  the  South  Japan  Mission  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America.  The  population 
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of  this  island  is  about  6,000,000.  In  the  annual 
report  of  the  Reformed  Mission  it  is  stated  that  the 
past  year  has  been  one  of  “ simply  average  success  ” 
in  this  field.  “ There  has  been  faithful  work  and 
some  results.  There  has  been  no  cause  for  very 
special  elation  and  none  for  very  especial  regret. 
One  cause  for  rejoicing  has  been  the  increase  in  the 
ability  to  use  the  vernacular  on  the  part  of  the  mis- 
sion as  a whole  ; while  a cause  for  regret  has  been 
that  one  recently  graduated  evangelist  and  two  stu- 
dents for  the  ministry  were  led  by  the  rampant 
commercial  spirit  or  some  other  cause  to  forsake  the 
work.  To  this  latter  category  we  ought  to  add  a 
case  of  grievous  sin  on  the  part  of  a preacher’s  wife 
that  eventually  threw  her  husband  out  of  the  work. 
But  there  has  been  compensation  even  in  such  cases 
as  these.  On  the  whole  the  outlook  in  the  Saga 
District,  and  in  the  other  field  also  is  encouraging. 
Larger  circles  of  people  are  reached  with  the  gospel 
message,  and  Christians  are  being  built  up.  Much 
we  could  wish  were  otherwise  than  it  is,  but  we  must 
not  undervalue  the  tremendous  odds  against  which  a 
spiritual  unselfish  and  largely  unknown  religious 
cause  has  to  contend  with  at  present  in  Japan.” 

The  following  account  of  work  among  the  Eta  is 
given  by  Mr.  Oltmans. 

“ The  work  among  the  Eta  at  Usabara  in  Kyushu 
was  started  several  years  ago  with  Mr.  Tokunaga  in 
charge,  who  still  continues  in  it.  Many  difficulties 
were  in  the  way,  the  chief  one  being  the  utter  in- 
ability of  the  Eta  to  conceive  of  the  disinterested 
motives  that  could  bring  a man  away  from  Satsuma, 
where  Mr.  Tokunaga  had  been  living,  to  Usabara  to 
labor  for  such  beings  as  they  are.  They  constantly 
were  on  the  watch  for  some  lurking  motive  to  come 
forth.  The  Buddhist  priests,  with  a view  of  coun- 
teracting Mr.  Tokunaga’s  work,  were  not  slow  to 
fan  this  feeling  of  distrust  among  the  people.  A 
school  project  started  at  one  time  had  to  be  aban- 
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doned  because  of  opposition  from  the  priests.  But  by 
constant  careful  behavior  Mr.  Tokunaga  slowly  won 
the  confidence  of  the  people.  They  have  come  to 
believe  thoroughly  in  the  honest  purpose  of  the  man  ; 
and  whereas  they  were  at  first  all  shy  of  him,  they 
now  trust  him  and  come  to  him  freely.  Last  year 
the  plan  of  an  industrial  department  for  their  physi- 
cal betterment  was  started.  Mr.  Tokunaga  himself 
went  to  one  of  our  Christians  at  Hiji  and  learned 
straw-braid  making  from  him,  and  then  introduced 
this  work  among  the  Eta.  Five  hours  a day  were 
given  to  labor  and  three  hours  to  the  study  of  the 
Bible  and  other  useful  teaching.  When  I last  visited 
the  place  there  were  thirty  in  this  industrial  school, 
but  they  had  no  proper  building  accommodations. 
Of  late,  by  reason  of  the  very  busy  silk-worm  season 
and  other  forms  of  labor  the  school  had  to  be  closed, 
but  it  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be  resumed. 

No  Christians  have  as  yet  come  from  among  these 
Eta,  but  we  are  working  in  the  sure  hope  that  this 
result  too  will  in  time  be  accomplished.  Mr.  Toku- 
naga has  to  all  appearances,  given  his  life  to  this 
work  for  the  Usabara  Eta,  and  we  are  confident  that 
the  Lord  will  not  withhold  his  blessing  from  such 
labors.  The  funds  for  this  work  are  furnished  by  a 
member  of  our  Church  in  America.” 

The  work  in  Tosa,  the  island  situated  north  of 
Kyushu,  has  not  greatly  changed  since  the  last  report 
made  to  the  Council.  One  evangelist,  whom  the 
missionaries  there  had  reason  to  fear  was  doing  injury 
to  the  cause  of  Christianity  was  dismissed  by  the 
Dendo  Kyoku  that  employed  him,  and  subsequently 
all  the  work  of  this  body  was  transferred  to  the 
mission  working  in  Tosa.  Not  all  the  evangelists  in 
this  field  have  apostolic  zeal,  but  some  of  them  are 
working  earnestly.  There  will  soon  be  two  self- 
supporting  churches  here,  and  the  Christians  in 
several  places  are  paying  in  part  the  salaries  of  the 
men  who  labor  for  them.  Mr.  Mcllvaine  and  Mr. 
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Moore,  the  two  ordained  missionaries  living  in  Tosa, 
have  been  able  to  spend  much  time  in  the  country 
districts,  and  have  been  greatly  impressed  with  the 
needs  and  the  opportunities  of  the  work.  They  have 
been  much  encouraged  also  by  the  manner  in  which 
their  preaching  was  received.  Miss  Evans,  one  of 
the  lady  missionaries  of  Kochi  has  been  doing  work 
in  the  country  similar  to  that  done  by  the  ladies  in 
the  city.  The  outlook  in  this  field  is  hopeful  and  the 
opposition  at  present  very  slight. 

The  work  in  the  chapels  of  Tokushima  has  suffered 
greatly  through  the  neglect  of  one  of  the  evange- 
lists. The  same  person  also  sowed  seeds  of  discord 
among  the  professing  Christians,  the  fruits  of  which 
we  have  been  reaping.  In  his  stead  a man  has  been 
secured  who  previously,  without  pay,  had  been 
laboring  for  the  love  of  Christ  to  lead  men  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  The  good  results  of  his 
labors  are  already  manifest.  Notwithstanding  the 
obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the  work  in  this  field, 
the  workers  rejoice  in  the  abundant  opportunities  for 
service  afforded  them.  Three  persons  have  been 
baptized  during  the  year,  and  others  wish  to  be 
baptized.  A number  are  receiving  instruction  with 
that  end  in  view.  There  is  no  special  opposition  to 
Christianity  here  ; but  it  is  a money-loving  city,  and 
the  people  are  more  disposed  to  seek  the  things  of 
this  world  than  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Takamatsu,  situated  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
Shikoku,  has  had  no  resident  missionary  for  more 
than  a year  past,  and  the  work  there  has  on  that 
account  made  very  little  progress.  Nevertheless 
some  have  been  added  to  the  Church,  and  others  are 
awaiting  baptism.  In  regard  to  financial  matters, 
the  little  group  of  Christians  at  this  place  are  doing 
well.  Some  years  ago  they  bought  their  church  build- 
ing and  lot,  borrowing  money  to  pay  for  them.  They 
have  tried  faithfully  to  repay  this  debt,  and  confident- 
ly hope  to  remove  it  entirely  in  the  course  of  a few 
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months.  After  that  they  will  begin  to  pay  a part  of 
the  salary  of  the  evangelist  who  labors  among  them. 
The  Rev.  R.  B.  Grinnan,  D.D.  will  occupy  this  field 
temporarily.  It  has  been  under  the  oversight  of 
Rev.  R.  E.  McAfpine  of  K5be  in  the  absence  of  a 
resident  missionary. 

“ In  Kobe  there  are  several  encouraging  marks  of 
progress,  and  most  of  them  seems  to  be  good  things 
which  God  has  brought  out  of  evil.  Various  plans 
formed  for  progress  were  frustrated  one  after  another, 
and  finally  the  Japanese  preacher  was  forced  to  resign 
his  work  on  account  of  a protracted  illness.  But 
these  hindrances  seemed  to  develop  the  spirit  of  self- 
help  and  unity  among  the  Christians,  and  finally 
led  to  the  organization  of  a church,  the  calling  of  a 
pastor,  and  the  payment  of  the  whole  of  his  salary 
by  the  members  and  their  friends.” 

During  the  past  year  in  Kyoto  the  Church  has  not 
only  made  no  progress  but  “ has  apparently  gone 
back.”  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Porter  who  has  been  made 
pastor  temporarily  in  the  stead  of  the  Japanese  pas- 
tor, who  has  resigned,  hopes  that  some  defects  in  the 
method  of  work,  such  as  the  neglect  of  pastoral  visiting 
and  discipline — defects  which  have  hindered  the  pro- 
gress of  the  church  will  be  speedly  remedied  and  that 
a more  encouraging  report  will  be  made  next  year. 
The  chapel  work  in  the  city  has  been  faithfully 
carried  on,  and  has  been  the  means  of  sowing  much 
seed,  the  fruits  of  which  are  seen  in  the  fact  that  there 
are  a number  of  inquirers. 

In  Osaka  “ the  tendency  of  the  church  is  rather 
forward  than  backward.  The  Japanese  preachers 
seem  to  be  growing  in  the  sense  of  an  increasing 
dependence  upon  God.  Their  preaching  is  more 
scriptural.  There  is  also  an  increasing  disposition 
to  hear  the  gospel  on  the  part  of  the  people  gener- 
ally.” 

The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Mission  is  located  in 
this  city  and  also  in  Wakayama  and  Ise,  from  which 
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centres  the  gospel  is  carried  to  the  adjacent  towns. 
The  mission  reports  seventy-six  baptisms  during  the 
year.  Some  of  the  churches  of  the  mission  have 
suffered  great  loss  in  the  removal  of  members 
to  other  places.  These  have  been  principally  persons 
in  the  telegraph  and  post  offices,  or  otherwise  con- 
nected with  the  government.  In  Nagoya  the 
missionaries  are  much  encouraged  by  the  fruits  of 
evangelistic  work  in  the  past  and  by  its  present 
promising  condition.  Since  the  beginning  of  March 
of  last  year,  they  have  been  engaged  in  work  on  the 
Sabbath  altogether  distinct  from  that  of  the  church, 
holding  services  morning  and  evening,  and  teaching 
in  a Sunday  School  in  one  of  the  kogisho . The 
meetings  have  been  well  attended,  there  is  a better 
state  of  feeling  towards  Christianity  among  the  people 
in  the  part  of  the  city  where  this  work  is  done,  and 
nine  persons  have  received  baptism  since  last  Septem- 
ber. In  addition  to  this  work  in  the  city  the  mis- 
sionaries have  a large  and  encouraging  work  extend- 
ing from  the  towns  adjoining  the  city  outward  to  a 
limit  of  seventy  miles.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
usual  work  for  women  is  carried  on  in  the  city  by 
Mrs.  Buchanan  and  Mrs.Cumming.  There  is  further- 
more important  work  done  among  the  soldiers  by  the 
Rev.  W.  McS.  Buchanan,  Miss  Wimbish  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Takada. 

In  Okazaki  the  attitude  of  the  people  towards 
Christianity  has  made  the  work  of  evangelization 
very  difficult  ; so  that  very  little  impression  has  been 
made  upon  this  extremely  conservative  city  as  a 
whole.  Many  have  heard  the  gospel  and  are  more 
or  less  convinced  that  it  is  a good  thing,  but  they 
have  not  reached  the  point  of  considering  its  claims 
upon  themselves  personally.  There  are  also  special 
obstacles  to  progress  ; such  as  the  removal  of  mem- 
bers to  other  places,  the  coldness  and  indifference  of 
some  of  those  who  remain,  and  the  lack  of  consecra- 
ted Japanese  helpers. 
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Yamaguchi  reports  no  special  change  since  last 
year.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ayres,  the  resident  missionary, 
writes  : “ Reference  to  the  statistics  will  show  that 
there  have  been  more  gathered  in,  and  that  there  has 
been  not  less  money  given  than  last  year.  The  op- 
position to  Christianity  is  very  slight.  Hagi  and 
Kumamoto  are  the  only  places  left  where  it  is  active. 
Indifference  is  the  rule.  The  churches  have  not 
advanced,  and  are  not  in  so  good  condition  as  the 
preaching-places.  This  is  a general  statement.  In 
particular  cases  the  reverse  may  be  true  ; but  it 
stands  as  the  fact  for  the  fields  as  a whole.  We  are 
not  yet  reaching  the  lower  strata  of  society  as  much 
as  could  be  wished.” 

In  Fukui  as  in  Yamaguchi  the  indifference  of  the 
people  at  large  and  the  lukewarmness  of  the  Christ- 
ians are  the  chief  foes  to  Christian  life  and  work. 
The  church  seems  dull  and  listless  ; but  there  has 
been  no  remarkable  falling  away,  and  attendance  at 
church  services  has  been  pretty  regular.  The  church 
has  grown  ‘ used  to  ’ Christianity  and  finds  nothing 
new  to  awaken  interest  or  enthusiasm.  The  work  of 
evangelizing  continues  difficult  and  slow.” 

In  Kanazawa  “ there  has  been  no  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  work.  A larger  number  than  usual  of 
the  government  students  are  attending  Christian  meet- 
ings, and  many  are  receiving  personal  instruction  in 
the  Bible.”  The  applicants  for  baptism  are  but  few. 
The  churches  have  just  about  maintained  their 
strength  in  members  and  contributions.  In  many 
large  towns  no  preaching-places  can  be  rented  on 
account  of  an  agreement  among  the  people  not  to  sell 
or  rent  a house  to  be  used  for  Christian  purposes. 

The  opposition  which  the  missionaries  have  to  face 
is  very  great.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Doughty  writes  as  fol- 
lows. “ The  work  in  the  region  of  Hiroshima  can  be 
said  to  be  in  a much  better  condition  than  it  was  last 
year.  The  number  of  those  who  hear  the  gospel  in 
the  outstations  is  very  much  larger  ; the  number  of 
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inquirers  has  increased  in  proportion,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  expect  that  it  will  be  the  same  as  to 
the  number  baptized.  At  this  time  last  year,  there 
was  much  discouragement  apparent  among  the  help- 
ers, but  at  present  there  is  no  helper  who  is  not  full 
of  hope  and  zeal.  The  relations  of  the  Japanese 
brethren  and  the  missionaries  in  this  region  could 
hardly  be  better.  At  the  late  meeting  of  Presbytery 
held  at  Yamaguchi,  this  was  quite  manifest,  and  the 
same  was  true  with  regard  to  the  pastors  and  churches, 
even  though  the  mission  had  just  given  notice  of  a 
great  reduction  in  the  amount  of  aid  heretofore  given 
to  the  churches  and  Presbytery.” 

The  Rev.  E.  R.  Miller  of  Morioka  writes  : “ There 
is  little  or  no  change  in  the  attitude  of  the  people 
here  towards  Christianity,  unless  it  be  that  they  are 
even  more  indifferent  than  formerly.  The  work  has 
suffered  from  the  inability  to  procure  a good  evange- 
list.” 

Miss.  Brokaw  writing  from  Ueda  says : “ We  find 
little  opposition  but  much  indifference.  Still  there 
are  more  people  here  desirous  of  hearing  about  the 
gospel  than  we  can  find  time  to  teach.” 

From  Aomori  the  report  is  as  follows  : “ God’s 
time  to  favor  us  with  a baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
does  not  yet  seem  to  have  come  ; but  the  work  has 
not  been  without  its  encouraging  features.” 

Most  of  the  evangelistic  work  of  the  Northern  Japan 
Mission  of  the  Reformed  Church  is  in  the  Province  of 
Shinshu.  In  the  report  of  that  mission  to  the  Board 
in  America  we  find  the  following  account  of  the  work 
in  this  region  as  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Jas.  Ballagh. 
He  writes,  “ Viewing  the  field  as  a whole  there  are 
encouraging  signs  of  progress  in  several  localities.  In 
other  places  there  is  hardly  a perceptible  advance  ; 
if  not  actual  retrogression  in  some  cases.  In  two 
particulars  is  this  apparent,  both  largely  due  to  the 
adverse  influences  by  which  weak  believers,  but  re- 
cently emerged  from  heathenism,  find  themselves 
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surrounded.  One  of  these  is  loose  morals  with  refer- 
ence to  the  sacredness  and  inviolability  of  the  mar- 
riage relation.  Divorces  and  unfaithfulness  to  marriage 
vows  have  occurred  in  quarters  where  such  heinous 
sins  would  be  least  expected.  The  other  is  a very 
painful  and  increasing  disregard  of  the  sanctity  of  the 
Sabbath.  This  is  particularly  conspicuous  in  districts 
where  silk  culture,  with  its  undoubted  urgencies  at 
some  seasons,  is  the  people’s  chief  pursuit.  But  it  is 
not  limited  to  these.  Farmers,  shop-keepers,  and 
day-laborers  are  all  being  infected  with  the  growing 
spirit  of  Sabbath  desecration.  A once  large  and 
prosperous  church,  chiefly  thorough  this  cause,  has 
almost  ceased  to  be  a power  for  good  in  the  commu- 
nity where  it  is  located  ; and  it  would  have  been  in 
danger  of  extinction,  had  it  not  been  for  a sort  of 
subsidiary  help  extended  to  it  by  our  mission,  by 
affording  it  the  gratuitous  services  of  one  of  our  evan- 
gelists.” 

The  Rev.  Henry  K.  Miller’s  statement  in  regard 
to  the  work  of  the  Japan  Mission  of  the  Reformed 
Church  at  or  near  Sendai,  and  in  Tokyo,  is  as 
follows : “ Nothing  specially  remarkable  in  the 

way  of  a change  either  for  the  better  or  the  worse 
has  taken  place  during  the  past  eleven  months  of  our 
mission  year.  The  records  show  that  there  has  been 
a decrease  in  baptisms  during  this  time,  and  the 
average  attendance  of  believers  at  regular  services 
has  also  fallen  off  somewhat.  The  total  contributions 
for  evangelistic  work  show  an  increase ; but  the 
average  is  slightly  less  than  before.  In  the  matter  of 
contribution  for  miscellaneous  expenses  the  people 
have  improved  both  as  regards  the  total  and  the 
average.  The  greatest  progress  has  been  made  at  the 
Kanda  Church  in  Tokyo.  This  advance  under  the 
blessing  of  God  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a member  of 
the  mission  has  moved  to  Tokyo  and  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  development  of  the  church’s  life.  During 
the  year  church  buildings  have  been  acquired  at  four 
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places  ; while  work  has  been  commenced  at  a fifth. 
The  Kanda  Church  has  undertaken  to  pay  the  ground 
rent  for  the  lot  on  which  the  church  stands.  Two 
other  facts  require  special  mention.  One  of  our 
evangelists,  an  ordained  minister,  has  entered  upon 
the  experiment  of  trying  to  make  his  church  self- 
supporting  by  taking  up  secular  employment  in  con- 
nection with  his  regular  work.  We  are  not  sanguine 
as  to  the  successful  outcome  of  the  experiment. 

Another  event  of  considerable  importance  occurred 
last  April.  Our  mission  has  been  co-operating  with 
the  Miyagi  Presbytery  in  evangelistic  work,  while  at 
the  same  time  it  carries  on  a much  larger  work  on  its 
own  account.  An  important  change  has  taken  place 
in  the  mission’s  method  of  carrying  on  its  evangelistic 
work.  The  Presbytery  desired  to  bring  about  a 
unification  of  the  work  which  has  hitherto  been 
carried  on  on  a co-operative  basis.  But,  as  the  mis- 
sion deemed  it  ‘ inexpedient  to  make  any  changes  in 
policy,’  the  Presbytery  declined  the  grant  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yen  per  month  which  it  had  been  receiv- 
ing from  the  mission,  and  at  the  same  time  severed  its 
relations  with  the  preaching  places.  It  was  provided 
that  preaching  places  wishing  to  be  under  the  care  of 
the  Presbytery  should  agree  to  the  following  terms 
of  admission  : i . Sincere  acceptance  of  the  Creed,  Con- 
stitution and  Canons  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan. 
2.  Agreement  to  do  all  within  their  power  for  their 
own  support.  3.  Giving  heed  to  the  advice  of  the 
Presbytery  with  reference  to  the  fitness  or  unfitness 
of  evangelists.  “ The  logical  outcome  of  the  Presby- 
tery’s recent  action  will  be  entire  separation  in  orga- 
nization ; for  the  mission  cannot  allow  its  preaching 
places  to  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Presbyte- 
ry which  will  then  through  the  Christians  endeavor 
to  control  the  mission’s  evangelists.” 

In  the^Hokkaido  evangelistic  work  has  been  main- 
tained by  the  Miyagi  (Northern)  Presbytery  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  island  and  also  in  the  Christian 
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farming  colony  near  Sapporo.  This  colony  was 
founded  about  five  years  ago  by  the  late  Mr.  Takeichi, 
formerly  an  elder  in  the  Kochi  church  and  at  one 
time  a member  of  the  Diet.  There  are  about  one 
hundred  Christians.  They  are  well  on  their  way 
towards  a new  church  building  and  independence. 

There  are  two  independent  churches ; one  at 
Hakodate  and  one  at  Sapporo. 

“ There  are  also  several  churches  and  preaching- 
places  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Mission 
(North).  Some  of  these  are  in  the  midst  of  new 
colonies.  This  is  peculiar,  interesting  and  important 
work.  Thousands  of  colonists  come  here  every  year. 
Some  of  the  colonies  are  Christian  in  principle. 
There  are  at  least  four  such  in  connection  with  our 
Church.  The  proportion  of  Christians  here  is  larger 
than  in  the  other  islands.  The  farming  population 
is  especially  hopeful.  Buddhism  is  here,  but  not  with 
power.  The  mercenary  spirit  is  dominant,  especial- 
ly in  the  towns.  One  can  almost  see  great  forces 
operating.  Everybody  is  busy.  The  young  men 
seems  particularly  reckless,  and  inducements  to  evil 
are  many  and  bold.  The  work  of  the  mission 
generally  is  being  blessed.  There  are  many  inquirers 
and  everywhere  people  are  approachable.” 

A special  form  of  evangelistic  work  carried  on  by 
members  of  the  Council  should  be  mentioned  in 
closing.  Some  of  the  ladies  are  accustomed  to  visit 
the  hospitals  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  tracts 
and  papers  and  talking  with  the  patients.  Among 
these  are  Miss  A.  B.  West  and  Mrs.  D.  Thompson 
of  the  East  Japan  Mission,  who  are  working  in 
Tokyo ; and  Miss  C.  E.  Sterling  of  the  Southern 
Presbyterian  Mission  whose  field  of  labor  is  in  Kochi. 

Thus  closes  the  report  of  the  evangelistic  work. 
The  reports  sent  in  from  the  various  stations  which 
have  been  used  in  the  preparation  of  this  general 
report  cover  the  work  done  thoughout  a territory 
extending  from  Sapporo  in  the  extreme  north  to 
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Kagoshima  in  the  South.  From  these  therefore  we 
can  form  a correct  opinion  with  regard  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan,  and  also  with 
regard  to  the  direct  work  of  other  missions. 

One  report  refers  to  the  “ rampant  commercial 
spirit  ” as  having  led  several  persons  to  renounce  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel.  In  most  there  is  mention 
made  of  the  spiritual  lethargy  of  professing  Christ- 
ians. It  is  evident  that  God’s  time  to  favor  the 
church  with  a baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  has  not 
yet  come.  Lax  morals,  divorces,  unfaithfulness  to 
marriage  vows  and  disregard  of  the  Sabbath  prevail 
in  certain  places.  Yet  in  regard  to  these  sins  it  is 
but  just  to  say  that  while  they  are  referred  to  as  exist- 
ing, and  in  some  places  existing  to  an  alarming  extent, 
still  they  are  not  universal ; and  along  with  them  in 
some  instances  more  hopeful  signs  appear.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  we  gratefully  record  these  encouraging 
facts.  The  work  in  the  preaching  places  seems  to  be 
prospering.  There  is  scarcely  any  open  hostility  to 
the  gospel,  and  the  people  generally  are  willing  to 
hear.  Extending  our  view  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
Church  in  connection  with  which  we  are  laboring, 
and  taking  a survey  of  the  Church  in  Japan  as  a 
whole,  it  is  evident  from  the  published  statements  of 
several  distinguished  missionaries  who  are  not  con- 
nected with  this  Council  that  certain  causes  such  as 
“ the  revival  of  pantheistic  thought  under  the  influence 
of  modern  science  and  philosophy,”  the  “ growth  of 
the  commercial  spirit,”  the  “ anti-christian  and  anti- 
foreign  reaction,”  and  others  that  might  be  mention- 
ed have  produced  in  some  churches  “ a marked  decline 
in  church  attendance  and  in  Christian  activity.”  It 
would  be  difficult  to  say  just  to  what  extent  these 
causes  have  affected  the  whole  Christian  Church  in 
Japan.  The  rationalistic  theology  seems  to  have 
had  no  special  influence  in  the  Church  in  connection 
with  which  we  are  laboring  ; but  the  results  referred 
to  are  sufficiently  marked  at  least  in  some  denomina- 
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tions  to  be  noted  as  a phenomenon  of  the  life  of  the 
whole  Church  in  Japan. 

Finally  : What  is  the  influence  of  Christianity  on 
national  thought  and  feeling? 

One  hopeful  sign  of  the  times  is  this,  that  the  people 
are  beginning  to  see  that  atheism  and  the  mam  monism 
and  immorality  growing  out  of  it  lead  to  degradation  ; 
and  they  are  calling  for  reform.  An  extract  from  a 
Japanese  paper  published  in  Tokyo,  under  the  caption 
“ The  cause  of  the  greatest  crimes, ” will  show  the 
trend  of  national  thought  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
The  editor  of  the  Kokumin  Shimbun  writes  : “ Great 
crimes  are  becoming  more  frequent.  Cases  come 
ifnder  our  notice  daily.  The  country  feels  keenly  the 
necessity  of  morality  and  religion.  Those  who  have 
hitherto  attached  themselves  only  to  a materialistic 
form  of  civilization  and  believed  gold  to  possess  al- 
mighty power,  have  now  begun  to  rely  on  religion 
for  the  preservation  of  social  morality.  This  is  one 
of  the  greatest  phenomena  of  recent  times.  It  is 
almost  safe  to  conclude  that  the  whole  nation  feels 
the  necessity  of  religion.  We  ourselves  have  no 
direct  connection  with  religious  parties  ; but  we  do 
firmly  believe  that  religion  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  society,  and  that  along  with  materialistic  progress 
spiritual  progress  must  go  hand  in  hand.  We  are 
not  at  all  sorry  therefore  that  the  country  has  begun 
to  feel  the  necessity  of  religion.  We  are  glad  to  note 
that  there  is  a reaction  against  vice  and  a sobering 
influence  at  work.” 

This  describes  the  national  condition.  The  need  of 
a religion  is  beginning  to  be  felt.  The  nation  is  begin- 
ning to  see  that  it  cannot  live  by  bread  alone.  The 
theoretical  sensualism  so  rife  in  Japan  has  been  shown 
to  be  inadequate  to  supply  the  deepest  needs  of  the 
national  life.  Now  the  question  arises,  Is  Japan 
prepared  to  accept  Christianity  to  supply  this  want  ? 

An  extract  from  another  Japanese  newspaper,  the 
Yorozu  Choho,  will  show  the  national  attitude  towards 
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Christianity.  “ Japan’s  case  is  that  of  Christian 
civilization  without  Christianity.  She  is  aiming  at  a 
definite  form  of  organization  without  the  life  that 
organized  it.  The  peculiar  awkwardness  of  her  present 
position  is  due  to  her  hopeless  attempt  to  assimilate 
the  new  civilization  to  her  old  ideals.  The  flower 
of  Christian  civilization  we  take  to  be  enlightened 
individualism  ; but  individualism  without  the  spirit  of 
holiness  that  binds  the  individual  to  the  Unseen 
Father  of  all  invariably  degenerates  into  selfishness.” 

It  is  indisputable  that  Christianity  has  not  leaven- 
ed the  whole  lump ; nevertheless  the  leavening  process 
has  been  going  on.  As  an  evidence  of  this  we  note 
the  demand  for  a higher  standard  of  moral  conduct 
on  the  part  of  men  in  public  life  ; the  universal  cry 
for  the  reformation  of  the  morals  of  the  Buddhist 
priesthood  whose  evil  conduct  has  served  as  a foil  for 
the  lustre  of  Christian  purity,  unselfishness  and  devo- 
tion ; the  tendency  to  challenge  the  authority  of  old 
standards  of  conduct  that  were  once  undisputed  and 
that  stand  in  sharp  contrast  and  antagonism  to 
Christian  teaching  ; and  finally  the  manner  in  which 
references  are  made  to  Christianity  in  the  newspapers 
and  in  public  addresses. 

In  all  these  things  we  see  the  influence  of  Christ- 
ianity which  is  thus  recognized  as  superior  to  the  old 
religions  in  the  sublimity  of  its  moral  teaching  and  in 
its  practical  effect  on  individual  and  national  life  and 
character.  May  we  not  hope  that  the  Japanese  with 
their  usual  quickness  of  perception  will  see  that  as 
the  flower  cannot  be  preserved  when  separated  from 
the  stalk,  neither  can  they  hope  to  keep  the  Christian 
civilization  which  they  recognize  as  beautiful  and 
beneficent,  unless  Christianity  itself  is  planted  in  the 
soil  of  Japan  ; and  that  thus  a long  step  will  have 
been  made,  if  not  towards  the  acceptance  of  Christ- 
ianity, at  least  towards  the  removal  of  the  prejudices 
that  have  hitherto  prevented  its  receiving  proper 
consideration  from  the  people  at  large  ? 
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Rev.  D.  Thompson,  D.D*  & W*  Tokyo. 

Miss  A.  P.  Ballagh*  Tokyo. 

Miss  E.  W.  Case*  Yokohama. 

Miss  A.  K.  Davis  Tokyo  (in  U.  S.) 

Miss  S. Gardner  Tokyo. 

Miss  I.  A.  Leete*  Tokyo. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  McCauley Tokyo  (in  U.  S.) 

Miss  E.  P.  Milliken* Tokyo. 

Miss  C.  H.  Rose  Otaru. 

Miss  S.  C.  Smith . Sapporo. 

Miss  A.  B.  West*  Tokyo. 

Miss  K.  M.  Youngman Tokyo. 

WEST  JAPAN  MISSION  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  U.  S.  A.  (North). 

Rev.  J.  B.  Ayres  & W Yamaguchi  (in  U.  S.) 

Rev.  H.  Brokaw  & W Kanazawa. 

Rev.  A.  V.  Bryan  & W Hiroshima. 

Rev.  F.  S.  Curtis  Sc  W Yamaguchi. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Doughty*  Sc  W Hiroshima. 


* Present  at  the  meeting  of  Council  in  Karuizawa,  July  1897. 
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Rev.  G.  W.  Fulton*  & W.* FukuL 

Rev.  B.  C.  Haworth*  & W * Osaka. 

Rev.  W.  Y.  Jones*  . Kanazawa. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Porter*  & W.*.... . Kyoto. 

Rev.  T.  C.  Winn,  & W Kanazawa  (in  U.  S.) 

Mrs.  L.  N.  Naylor*  Kanazawa. 

Miss  G.  S.  Bigelow  Yamaguchi. 

Miss  A.  E.  Garvin  Osaka. 

Miss  Alice  Haworth* Osaka. 

Miss  M.  E.  Kelly* Kyoto. 

Miss  M.  Ella  McGuire  Osaka  (in  U.  S.) 

Miss  M.  M.  Palmer*  Kanazawa. 

Miss  F.  E.  Porter Kanazawa. 

Miss  E.  Settlemyer*  Osaka. 

Miss  Kate  Shaw (in  U.  S.) 

Miss  S.  M.  Thompson  Osaka  (in  U.  S.) 

NORTH  JAPAN  MISSION  OF  THE  REFORMED 
CHURCH  IN  AMERICA  (Dutch). 

Rev.  J.  H.  Ballagh*  & W.*  Yokohama. 

Rev.  Eugene  S.  Booth  & W Yokohama. 

Rev.  Howard  Harris*  & W.*  Tokyo. 

Rev.  E.  R.  Miller*  & W* Morioka. 

Rev.  J.  Poppen,  Ph.  D*  & W*  (in  U.  S.) 

Rev.  Guido  F.  Verbeck,  D.D.  & w-- 

M.  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  Sc.  & W (in  U.  S.) 

Miss  Mary  E.  Brokaw*  Ueda. 

Miss  Deyo*  Ueda. 

Miss  Julia  Moulton Yokohama. 

Miss  Anne  De  F.  Thompson* Yokohama. 

Miss  L.  Winn  Aomori. 

SOUTPI  JAPAN  MISSION  OF  THE  REFORMED 
CHURCH  IN  AMERICA  (Dutch). 

Rev.  Albert  Oltmans,*  & W Saga. 

Rev.  Harman  Van  Slyke  Peeke.*  & W... Kagoshima. 
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Rev.  Albertus  Pieters  & W Nagasaki. 

Rev.  Henry  Stout,  D.D.  & W (in  U.  S.) 

Mr.  Amos  A.  Davis  & W.(Na^aki  (working  in  con- 

( nection  with  the  mission.) 

Miss  Sara  M.  Couch Nagasaki. 

Miss  Harriet  M.  Lansing Nagasaki. 

MISSION  OF  THE  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Rev.  R.  Davidson*  & W*  Tokyo. 

Rev.  Hugh  Waddell  & W Tokyo 

MISSION  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
IN  THE  U.  S.  (South). 

Rev.  W.  C.  Buchanan  & W Nagoya. 

Rev.  Walter  Me  S.  Buchanan*  & W.* Nagoya. 

Rev.  C.  K.  Gumming  & W (in  U.  S.) 

Rev.  S.  P.  Fulton  & W (in  U.  S.) 

Rev.  R.  B.  Grinnan,  D.  D.*  & W Takamatsu. 

Rev.  S.  R.  Hope*  & W.* Tokushima. 

Rev.  R.  E.  Me  Alpine*  & W Kobe. 

Rev.  W.  B.  Mcllvaine*  & W Kochi. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Moore  & W Kochi. 

Rev.  H.  B.  Price*  & W .*  Kobe. 

Miss  Annie  Dowd*  Kochi. 

Miss  Sala  Evans Kochi. 

Miss  C.  L.  Grier*  Tokushima. 

Miss  Ella  Houston  Nagoya. 

Miss  Lizzie  Moore  Nagoya. 

Miss  Florence  Patton  Tokushima. 

Miss  Charlotte  E.  Sterling  Kochi. 

Miss  Mary  B.  Torrance*  Kochi. 

Miss  Lizzie  Wimbish  Nagoya. 

MISSION  OF  THE  REFORMED  CHURCH 
IN  U.  S.  (German). 

Rev.  Paul  L.  Gerhardt*  Sendai. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Hoy  & W Sendai. 
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Rev.  H.  K.  Miller*  Sendai. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Moore,  D.D Tokyo. 

Rev.  C.  Noss*  & W Sendai. 

Rev.  D.  B.  Schneder  & W (in  U.  S.) 

Rev.  S.  S.  Snyder*  & W * Sendai. 

Miss  M.  C.  Hallowell  ...Sendai. 

Miss  Lena  Zurflech  Sendai. 


MISSION  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Rev.  A.  D.  Hail,  D.D.  & W... Osaka  (Mrs.  Hail  in  U.S.) 


Rev.  J.  B.  Hail*  & W Wakayama. 

Rev.  G.  G.  Hudson*  & W Osaka. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Van  Horn*  & W * Osaka. 

Miss  S.  Alexander  Takatsuki,  Settsu. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Drennan  Tsu,  Ise. 

Miss  Jennie  Freeland Osaka. 

Miss  Ella  Gardner  (in  U.  S.) 

Miss  Julia  N.  Leavitt  Sanabe,  Kii. 

Miss  N.  A.  Lyons  Tsu,  Ise. 

Miss  May  Morgan  (in  U.  S.) 

Miss  Rena  Rezner (in  U.  S.) 

WOMAN’S  UNION  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Miss  Julia  N.  Crosby  Omata,  Sashu. 

Miss  Reba  L.  Irvine  Yokohama. 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Pierson Yokohama. 

Miss  S.  A.  Pratt*  Yokohama. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  2oth  ANNUAL 
MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL 
OF  MISSIONS. 


The  20th  annual  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
Missions  Co-operating  with  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Japan  was  convened  in  the  Union  Church,  Karuizawa, 
at  10-30  A.M.,  July  1 6th,  1897,  with  the  President, 
the  Rev.  R.  B.  Grinnan,  D.  D.,  in  the  chair. 

The  opening  sermon  by  the  Rev.  A.  Oltmans  on  opening 
Psalm  42:  1-2,  theme  — “ Thirst  after  God,”  was  Seimon* 
an  impressive  plea  for  more  earnestness  in  the 
endeavor  to  know  God,  to  be  like  God,  and  to  be  in 
sympathy  with  God,  in  His  all-wise  plans.  The 
Council  continued  in  session  from  day  to  day  until  the 
afternoon  of  July  21st.  Mr.  R.  E.  Speer,  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.  S.  A.,  Mr.  Wm.  Henry  Grant  of 
New  York,  several  visiting  missionaries  from  China 
(Presbyterian),  and  the  Rev.  H.  Loomis,  agent  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  in  Japan,  were  invited  to  sit 
as  corresponding  members.  ingrMembers. 

The  Council  is  made  up  of  the  missionaries  of  nine  dif- 
ferent missions,  representing  seven  different  Churches 
in  America  and  Scotland.  (For  a list  of  the  members 
in  attendance,  in  all  72,  see  the  annual  report). 

On  Sunday,  July  18th,  special  services  were  held,  slices. 
In  the  morning  Mr.  Speer  addressed  a large  congre- 
gation, composed  mostly  of  missionaries,  on  John 
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13:33-35.  The  address  was  a powerful  exposition 
of  the  “ New  Commandment,”  and  its  bearing  on  the 
work  of  the  missionary.  At  5 P.M.,  a communion 
service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  Ii.  Ballagh  and 
the  Rev.  J.  B.  Hail,  D.D.  At  8 P.M.  Mr.  Speer  again 
addressed  the  congregation,  giving  a brief  account  of 
his  missionary  tour  around  the  world,  and  discussing 
in  a helpful  manner  some  problems  of  missionary 
work.  On  Monday  evening,  July  19th,  another 
popular  meeting  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Speer,  Mr. 
Grant  and  Dr.  T.  T.  Alexander. 

The  first  part  of  the  sessions  of  the  Council  was 
given  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports  of  standing 
committees,  as  follows : 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Programme  read  and 
approved. 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Statistics  read  by  the 
Rev.  H.  M.  Landis,  and  adopted  with  special  thanks 
to  the  committee  for  its  faithful  and  efficient  work. 

3.  Report  of  the  Publications  Committee  presented 
by  the  Rev.  T.  M.  MacNair,  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

“ As  directed  by  the  Council  at  its  last  meeting,  the 
committee  made  arrangements  for  the  printing  of  the 
catalogue,  issuing  the  same  in  two  parts,  the  first 
containing  all  but  the  periodical  literature  of  the 
missions  and  the  Japanese  Church,  the  second  con- 
taining this  supplementary  material.  The  main 
portion  appeared  in  November,  and  was  distributed 
amongst  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  presented 
to  many  of  other  denominations  and  also  to  the 
several  Home  Boards.  The  supplement  was  printed 
and  circulated  in  March  of  the  current  year.  Both 
parts  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  members  and 
others  attendant  upon  the  recent  sessions  of  the  Synod. 
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“ The  committee  after  careful  consideration  of  the 
matter,  decided  to  ask  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  to  act  as  its  agents  in  effecting  the  sales  of  the 
literature  catalogued  ; and  a notice  to  this  effect  was 
placed  upon  the  cover  of  the  supplement. 

“ It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  after  the 
circulation  of  the  catalogue  large  orders  were  received 
by  the  Methodists  for  both  their  own  books  and  those 
of  other  publications  contained  in  it.  As  directed  by 
the  Council,  one  half  of  the  edition  of  1,000  copies 
were  left  unbound ; and  of  the  completed  500  there 
are  a few  copies  still  on  hand. 

“ The  committee  attended  further  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Council  report  of  1896  at  the  request  of 
its  compiler,  the  Rev.  A.  Pieters.  The  edition  was 
one  of  a thousand  copies  and  was  distributed  in  the 
usual  way  here  and  in  America. 

“ In  addition  to  the  catalogue  and  the  annual 
report,  the  committee  published  a sketch  of  the 
Hokkai  Orphan  Asylum  prepared  by  the  Rev.  E.  R. 
Miller,  and  also  the  inaugural  address  delivered  by 
Dr.  Poppen  at  the  Meiji  Gakuin  in  September  of  last 
year.  The  expenses  connected  with  these  latter  were 
borne  by  the  authors,  and  the  committee  had  to  do 
only  with  the  making  of  arrangements  for  publication. 
The  expenditure  on  account  of  the  catalogue  and  the 
report,  postage  inclusive,  was  yen  163.  The  Treasurer 
of  the  Council  has  paid  yen  162  of  this  amount.  A 
small  sum  in  the  form  of  postage  stamps  is  still  on  hand. 

(G.  F.  Verbecic. 
(Signed)-]  E.  R.  Miller. 

(T.  M.  MacNair.” 

4.  The  Report  on  Sunday  School  Literature  was 
presented  by  the  Rev.  E.  R.  Miller,  and  adopted  as 
follows : % 

“ In  July  1895  the  Council  appointed  a Committee 
on  Christian  Literature.  One  of  the  functions  of 
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this  committee  was  “ the  preparation  and  publication 
of  Sunday  School  literature,  the  committee  co-oper- 
ating with  the  committee  which  ha,d  been  appointed 
by  the  Synod  for  this  purpose.”  As  the  final  out- 
come of  the  conference  of  these  two  committees,  the 
Rev.  E.  R.  Miller  was  requested  to  take  charge  of 
the  issuing  of  a series  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  for 
teachers,  following  the  schedule  of  the  International 
Sunday  School  Lessons.  The  following  is  the  first 
report  on  these  lessons,  for  the  time  extending  from 
January  to  June  1897. 

“ Having  been  requested  by  the  committees  ap- 
pointed by  the  Council  and  the  Synod  to  prepare 
and  issue  Sunday  School  Lessons,  designed  especially 
for  teachers ; and  having  received  the  consent  of  my 
mission  to  devote  myself  to  this  work,  I determined 
after  mature  deliberation,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
advice  of  several  members  of  the  Council,  to  begin 
with  the  lessons  for  1896. 

“ By  correspondence  with  the  publishers  in  America, 
it  was  found  that  neither  the  picture-rolls  nor  the 
picture-cards  could  be  obtained  at  a discount ; and 
that  they  could  be  obtained  with  certainty  only  by 
ordering  in  advance  of  their  issue.  On  the  other 
hand,  by  publishing  the  lessons  some  months  later 
than  the  schedule  time  of  the  I.  S.  S.  L.,  the  invalu- 
able help  of  the  Sunday  School  Times  could  be  gained, 
and  picture-rolls  which  they  had  finished  using  could 
be  obtained  from  the  home  Sunday  Schools. 

“ In  view  of  these  considerations,  and  also  to  begin 
the  lessons  with  the  studies  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke, 
it  was  decided  to  start  one  year  behind  the  Inter- 
national Series.  Since,  however,  the  studies  in  Luke 
extend  over  only  six  months,  it  was  deemed  best  to 
begin  a new  series  with  July,  taking  the  International 
Lessons  for  1897,  which,  being  on  the  Acts  and  the 
Epistles,  make  a natural  continuation  of  the  lessons 
on  Luke. 
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“ Of  the  lessons  in  Luke  there  has  been  a weekly 
edition  issued  of  300  copies,  besides  200  extra  copies 
of  the  first  number  sent  out  as  specimens.  There 
have  been  26  numbers.  Two  of  these  were  devoted 
to  reviews,  and  one  was  a double  Easter  number. 
They  have  averaged  20  pages  each,  and  cost  not 
quite  10  yen  per  issue.  Of  the  regular  edition 
nearly  all  the  copies  are  taken  ; there  being  about 
200  yearly  subscriptions,  50  for  six  months  and  1 5 
for  shorter  periods. 

“ The  whole  amount  of  cash  received  during  the 
past  six  months  has  been  $ 200.98,  and  the  total  of 
expenditures  is  $311.39.  There  remains,  therefore, 
an  unpaid  balance  of  $ 1 10.41.  The  detailed  account 
is  given  below. 

“ With  the  first  of  July  the  issue  was  increased  to 
500  copies  ; and  the  magazine  was  more  thoroughly 
advertised  in  the  religious  press,  with  the  result  of  an 
increased  subscription. 

“ It  has  been  urged  that  it  would  be  well  to  have  a 
part  of  the  lessons  adapted  to  the  children.  But 
since  I was  asked  to  prepare  helps  especially  for 
teachers  and  evangelistic  workers,  and  since  I have 
been  doing  the  work  altogether  myself,  I have  found 
it  impossible  to  cover  as  much  ground  as  I could 
wish.  I hope,  however,  in  the  course  of  a few 
months  to  issue  a specimen  one-page  leaflet  contain- 
ing the  Bible  lesson  in  simple  language  (kana)  with 
questions  and  answers  appended,  and  also  the  Golden 
Text.  And  I shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  the  members 
of  the  Council  who  wish  to  subscribe  for  these  leaf- 
lets, will  let  me  know  the  member  required  as  soon  as 
possible  ; since  a large  edition  can  not  be  issued,  nor 
can  the  price  be  determined  till  the  number  subscribed 
for  is  known.” 


Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  R.  Miller. 
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E.  R.  Miller  in  account  with  The  Scripture  Lessons 

{Seikci  Kzvatci) 

“To  cash  received  from  subscriptions  from  January 

ist.  to  June  30th.  t~\  df*  o 

J J Dr.  $ 200.98 

Dr.  to  Balance  1 10.41 

$ 311-39 

“ By  Cash  paid  to  Yokohama  Bunsha  for  printing 
&c.  Cr.  $ 258.27 

“ By  Cash  paid  for  postage 

„ „ „ „ stationery 

,,  „ „ assistants 

„ „ „ printing  notices  &c. 


Karuizawa,  July  21,  1897. 


20.97 

3.06 

16.04 

R3.05 

311.39 


E.  & O.  E. 


The  deficit  for  the  six  months  ending  June  30th 
(amounting  to  yen  1 10.41)  had  been  guaranteed  by 
the  Presbyterian  (East)  and  the  Reformed  (North) 
Missions  until  the  Council  could  take  action  in  the 
matter.  It  was 

Resolved : — That  this  deficit  of  $ 1 10.41,  be  assumed 
by  the  Council.  It  was  further 

Resolved : — That  the  subscription  price  of  the  maga- 
zine he  reduced  to  60  sen  a year,  the  change  to  go 
into  effect  as  soon  as  the  Committee  on  S.  S.  Liter- 
ature may  deem  wise  ; and  that  any  resulting  deficit 
be  met  by  the  Council  in  the  usual  way  of  assessment 
on  the  various  missions. 

5.  The  Treasurer’s  report  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  Auditing  Committee. 

6.  The  report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  was 
approved  as  follows  : — “ The  Auditing  Committee 
has  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Sunday  School 
Literature  Committee,  of  the  Publications  Com- 
mittee, and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Council  ; and  has 
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found  them  all  correct.  In  the  S.  S.  Literature 
Committee's  account  there  is  a debit  balance  of  yen 
1 10.41  ; in  the  Publications  Committees  account,  a 
debit  balance  of  1 yen  ; and  in  the  account  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Council,  a credit  balance  of  yen'-, 50.04. 


Committee. 


{ 


H.  V.  S.  Peeke. 
H.  B.  Price." 


Report  of  special  committees. 

(1).  The  committee  appointed  by  the  Council  to 
prepare  resolutions  concerning  the  decease  of  Dr. 
McCauley  reported  as  follows  : — 

“ Whereas  one  of  our  prominent  and  honored 
members,  the  Rev.  James  Mitchel  McCauley,  D.  D., 
since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Missions  has 
been  called  to  his  rest,  therefore, 

Resolved  that  the  members  of  the  Council  wish  to 
bear  testimony  to  their  estimate  of  the  Christian 
character  of  Dr.  McCauley,  of  his  fidelity  as  a friend, 
of  his  wise  counsels,  and  unwearied  labors  in  the 
sphere  of  his  allotment  ; as  an  educator,  enthusiastic 
and  devoted,  greatly  beloved  by  his  students,  scrupu- 
lously faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  ; as  a 
missionary,  whether  in  school  or  evangelistic  work 
abroad,  thoroughly  respected  by  those  for  whom  he 
labored  ; and  that 

To  this  testimonial  of  their  high  regard  for  Dr. 
McCauley  and  their  sense  of  personal  loss  in  his 
death,  the  Council  would  add  the  expression  of  its 
deep  sympathy  for  Mrs.  McCauley,  assuring  her  of 
their  continued  prayer  for  her  refreshment  in  body 
and  spirit,  and  her  return  in  due  time  to  her  place  of 
service  among  us.  David  Thompson. 

Howard  Harris. 
(Signed)]  Robert  Davidson. 

R.  E.  Me  Alpine. 
'George  P.  Pierson. 


Dr.  McCauley. 
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Karuizawa,  Japan,  July  21st,  1897.” 
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The  above  report  was  adopted,  and  Dr.  Thompson 
was  requested  by  the  President  to  offer  prayer  on 
Mrs.  McCauley's  behalf. 

The  Council  ordered  the  resolutions  to  be  recorded 
on  the  minutes  and  a copy  to  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
McCauley. 

(2).  The  committee  appointed  to  represent  the 
Council  in  extending  greetings  to  the  Council  of  the 
Womans  Missionary  Society  of  the  Canadian 
Methodist  Church  in  Japan,  presented  to  that  body 
the  following  letter : 


“ The  Council  of  Co-operating  Missions  now  in 
session  in  Karuizawa  extend  to  the  Council  of  the 
Womans  Missionary  Society  of  the  Canadian  Metho- 
dist Church  in  Japan  their  cordial  greetings  ; the 
more  cordial  in  view  of  the  especially  close  sympathy 
existing  among  the  missions  represented  by  the  two 
Councils  ; and  wish  them  grace,  mercy  and  peace  in 
their  present  deliberations,  and  God’s  richest  blessing 
on  the  work  of  the  coming  year. 


Committee 


Ida  Gop:pp  Pierson. 
Mary  E.  BROKAW. 


Karuizawa,  July  19th,  1897.’’ 

To  the  above  letter  the  following  reply  was  received  : 

“ The  members  of  the  Council  of  the  Woman’s  Miss- 
ionary Society  of  the  Canadian  Methodist  Church  in 
Japan,  now  in  session  in  Karuizawa,  express  appreci- 
ation of  the  fraternal  greetings  received  from  the 
Council  of  Co-operating  Missions,  and  feel  that  the 
Christian  sympathy  therein  expressed  has  deepened 
our  realization  of  the  truth  that  one  is  our  Master, 
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even  Christ,  and  that  all  we  are  brethren.  We  wish 
for  you,  now  and  ever,  the  abiding  presence  of  that 
Master. 

We  can  not  refrain  from  alluding  to  the  services  of 
yesterday ; because  by  the  blessings  received  through 
the  instrumentality  of  God’s  servant,  Mr.  Speer,  we 
feel  that  we  meet  better  prepared  to  plan  for  the 
Master’s  work. 

/0.  MI.  S.  Blackmore,  Chairman. 

(Signed) j E Hart>  secretary. 

Karuizawa,  Japan,  July  19th,  1897.” 

(3).  The  Secretary  reported  the  correspondence 
with  the  missions  in  Formosa  growing  out  of  the 
memorial  of  the  Kyushu  Domei  Kvvai  (Evangelical 
Alliance  of  Kyushu)  in  regard  to  the  advisability  of 
undertaking  educational  work  in  Formosa.  It  was 

Resolved  that  these  letters  be  preserved  among  the 
archives  of  the  Council,  and  it  was  further 

Resolved  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
letter  of  greeting  and  fraternal  regard  to  the  mission- 
aries in  Formosa. 

This  committee  subsequently  reported  a letter  to 
be  sent  to  the  said  missionaries.  The  letter  was 
approved  by  the  Council,  and  is  as  follows : — 

Karuizawa,  Japan,  July  17th,  1897. 

Dear  Brethren  : 

In  view  of  the  fact  that,  by  the  incorporation  of 
Formosa  into  the  Empire  of  Japan,  two  missions 
have  been  added  to  the  number  of  those  whose 
ecclesiastical  organization  is  Presbyterial  in  principle, 
we,  the  Council  of  the  Missions  Co-operating  with 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan,  hereby  extend  to 
the  Missions  of  the  Canadian  and  English  Pres- 
byterian Churches  in  P'ormosa  our  most  cordial 
Christian  greetings.  The  best  wishes  of  the  Council, 


Formosa  Cor- 
respondence. 
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now  in  annual  session  at  Karuizawa,  go  out  to  the 
missionaries  in  Formosa  in  the  hope  that  their  labors 
for  the  extension  of  Christ’s  kingdom  may  continue 
to  be  crowned  with  abundant  success. 

It  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  Council  if  the 
two  missions  just  mentioned  would  become  regular 
members  of  the  Council  and  send  representatives  to 
its  annual  meetings.  If  the  way  is  not  yet  open  for 
this,  any  suggestions  contemplating  the  establishing 
and  continuance  of  cordial  relations  between  the 
Presbyterian  missionaries  in  Formosa  and  the  Council 
will  be  heartily  welcomed. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you 
all.  Amen. 

Yours  fraternally, 


Committee 


Henry  K.  Miller,  Sendai. 
W.  B.  MclLWAINE,  Kochi. 


It  was  Resolved  that  the  Council  invite  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Barclay  of  Formosa  to  deliver  an  address  in 
Karuizawa  on  the  mission  work  in  that  island,  during 
his  purposed  visit  to  this  country  during  the  present 
summer. 


(4).  Constitution  and  Rules  of  Council . 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  a committee  was 
appointed  “ to  arrange  in  a convenient  form  for  re- 
ference, the  various  acts,  rules,  and  decisions  of 
the  Council  now  in  force,  as  they  appear  on  the 
records,  which  form  the  constitution  and  rules  of 
the  Council.”  The  following  report  was  presented 
by  this  committee  and  was  adopted  : 

“ The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
record,  and  to  collate  the  various  acts  and  decisions 
of  the  Council  touching  its  constitution,  respectfully 
reports  that  it  has  done  the  work  assigned  to  it.  P"or 
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the  sake  of  completeness,  it  has  taken  the  liberty 
to  add  four  articles  not  contained  in  the  record. 
The  entire  constitution  thus  framed  reads  as  follows : 

I.  Name. — The  name  of  this  body  shall  be  The 
Council  of  Missions  Co-operating  with  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  Japan. 

Missions  included  : 

Presbyterian  Mission,  U.  S.  A.  (North). 

Presbyterian  Mission,  U.  S.  A.  (South). 

Cumberland  Piesbyterian  Mission,  U.  S.  A. 

Reformed  Church  Mission,  U.  S.  A.  (Dutch). 

Reformed  Church  Mission,  U.  S.  A.  (German). 

United  Presbyterian  Church  Mission  (Scotland). 

Woman’s  Union  Mission. 

II.  Object. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Council  to 
preserve  the  unity  of  the  co-operating  missions.  It 
shall  represent  them  in  communicating  with  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  Japan,  and  with  the  several 
Churches  in  America  and  Scotland  with  which  they 
are  connected.  It  shall  prepare  and  print  an  annual 
report  of  the  work  of  the  Church  and  the  co-operating 
missions. 

III.  Powers. — The  decisions  of  the  Council  shall 
be  only  advisory. 

IV.  Membership. — All  members  of  the  co-operat- 
ing missions,  including  all  the  ladies,  shall  be 
members  of  the  Council,  with  power  to  vote  on  all 
questions  coming  before  the  Council. 

V.  Stated  Meetings. — Stated  meetings  shall  be 
held  annually  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Council 
shall  determine. 

VI.  Special  Meetings, — Special  meetings  shall 
be  held  upon  the  request  of  a majority  of  the 
missions. 


Annual 

Report. 


VII.  OFFICERS. — The  officers  shall  be  a President, 
a Vice-President,  a Secretary,  and  a Treasurer,  who 
shall  be  elected  at  the  close  of  the  annual  meeting. 

VIII.  Rules  of  Order. — The  rules  of  order  to 
govern  the  Council  in  its  proceedings  shall  be  those 
entitled  “ Roberts  Rules  of  Order.” 

IX.  Amendment.  — This  constitution  may  be 
amended  at  any  annual  meeting  by  a two-thirds 
vote  of  the  Council.” 

In  order  to  fix  the  number  of  members  necessary 
to  constitute  a quorum,  the  following  action  was 
taken : 

Resolved  that  a quorum  to  do  business  in  this 
Council  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  25  voting  mem- 
bers, representing  at  least  five  missions. 

Annual  Report . 

The  annual  report  was  read  by  its  compiler,  the 
Rev.  S.  R.  Hope,  and  accepted  with  the  thanks  of 
the  Council. 

A committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  T.  M.  MacNair 
and  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Landis  was  appointed  to  assist 
Mr.  Hope  in  preparing  the  report  for  publication.  It 
was 

Resolved  that  1,000  copies  of  the  report  be  printed  ; 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Self-Support,  in 
its  original,  unamended  form,  be  printed  in  the 
appendix ; that  300  copies  of  the  same  be  printed 
separately,  to  be  sent  to  members  of  all  the  missions 
in  Japan;*  that  the  minutes  of  this  session  of 
Council,  arranged  by  subjects  without  reference  to 
the  chronological  sequence  of  the  various  acts  and 
decisions,  be  printed  with  the  annual  report. 

* Mr.  Grant  made  arrangements  that  1,000  extra  copies  of  the  document 
be  printed  for  distribution  amongst  the  missionaries  in  China. 
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Miscellaneous  Business . 


(A)  Education . — The  following  action  was  taken 
concerning  candidates  for  the  ministry  : 

Resolved  that  the  Council  emphasizes  the  necessity 
of  not  admitting  to  theological  seminaries  any  candi- 
dates not  possessed  of  satisfactory  testimonials. 

Concerning  a day  of  prayer  for  Christian  education 
it  was 

Resolved  that  the  members  of  the  Council  endeavor 
to  make  the  day  usually  observed  in  the  United  States 
as  a day  of  prayer  for  colleges,  a day  of  special  prayer 
for  the  cause  of  Christian  education  in  Japan  ; and 
that  in  mission  schools  special  meetings  for  the 
consideration  of  this  subject  be  held. 

The  following  question  was  presented  to  the 
Council,  and  referred  to  the  several  missions  with  the 
recommendation  that  they  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
deemed  practicable  along  the  line  suggested  : 

“ In  view  of  the  felt  need,  both  in  the  home  land 
and  here  in  Japan,  of  a more  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  Bible  on  the  part  of  preachers  and  evangelists, 
would  it  not  be  timely  for  this  Council  to  recommend 
to  the  missions  carrying  on  theological  instruction  to 
emphasize  the  department  of  Bible  study?  And 
could  not  the  plan  of  Bible  schools  both  for  the 
teaching  of  the  Bible  itself  and  for  inculcating 
methods  of  using  the  Bible,  be  expanded  with  profit 
throughout  the  field  in  which  the  co-operating 
missions  are  laboring?” 

{B)  Self-Support . — The  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Self-Support  (to  be  found  in  the  appendix)  was 
accepted.  It  was  Resolved  that  the  committee  be 
requested  to  bring  before  the  Council  a further  report 
on  the  subject  of  self-support  ; that  to  this  com- 
mittee be  referred  all  the  documents  on  this  subject 


Theological 
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now  in  the  hands  of  the  Council ; and  that  new 
members  be  added  in  the  place  of  those  absent.  The 
new  members  appointed  were  the  Rev.  A.  Oltmans 
and  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Hail,  D.D.  The  committee  sub- 
sequently offered  a report  which  after  amendment 
was  adopted  as  follows  : 

“ The  committee  had  before  it  for  reference  the 
recommendations  embodied  in  the  report  on  self- 
support  read  at  a previous  session  ; also  the  action 
taken  recently  by  the  Synod  on  the  same  subject ; 
also  the  plans  of  self-support  carried  out  by  different 
missions  in  Mexico,  as  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Conference  of  Mission  Secretaries  in  America.  The 
committee  was  materially  aided  in  its  deliberations 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Grant  who  attended  its  meetings 
throughout.  The  unanimous  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee is  that  this  subject  of  self-support  is  at  present 
one  of  the  most  important  of  those  coming  before 
this  Council.  It  also  recognizes  the  peculiar  difficul- 
ties with  which  the  question  of  self-support  is  beset 
in  Japan,  and  that  radical  steps  should  not  be  taken 
too  hastily,  or  without  the  greatest  possible  unanimity 
on  the  part  of  the  missions  represented  in  this 
Council.  The  committee  would  make  the  following 
recommendations : 

(1) .  That  all  missions  co-operating  in  this  Council 
make  it  a rule  not  to  aid  financially  any  church 
organized  hereafter ; and  that,  in  concurrence  with 
the  recent  action  of  Synod  on  this  subject,  we 
earnestly  labor  and  pray  for  the  entire  self-support  of 
all  organized  churches  now  receiving  financial  aid 
from  the  missions,  within  the  next  two  years. 

(2) .  That  in  aiding  companies  of  believers,  both 
such  as  are  connected  with  organized  churches  and 
such  as  are  not,  the  missions  adopt  a uniform  rule  of 
not  paying  rent  or  incidental  expenses. 
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(3) .  That  in  all  new  work,  and  as  far  as  practicable 

in  already  existing  work,  the  missions  be  urged  to 
make  a trial  of  Dr.  Nevius’  method  in  the  general 
work  of  evangelization  : Employing  fewer  workers, 

paying  no  rent  or  incidental  expenses  ; and  by  group- 
ing Christians  into  circuits,  to  make  the  work  entirely 
self-supporting  from  the  very  start. 

(4)  That  in  all  cases  churches  and  preaching  places 
receiving  mission  aid  be  required  to  fill  out  a month- 
ly blank  showing  membership,  attendance,  amount 
and  sources  of  all  money  received,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  same  has  been  expended  ; and  that  this 
blank  be  a uniform  one  for  all  the  co-operating 
missions. 

(5) .  Finally  that  the  Council  appoint  a standing 
Committee  of  three  members  on  Self-Support,  to 
which  any  matter  relating  to  the  subject  may  be 
referred,  and  which  shall  report  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

/G.  W.  Fulton. 

A.  Oltmans. 

Committee-^  G.  W.  VanITorn. 

] J.  B.  Hail. 

\S.  S.  Snyder.” 

Resolved  that  the  plan  of  self-support  adopted  by 
the  Council  for  recommendation  to  the  co-operating 
missions  be  officially  communicated  to  all  the  other 
missions  working  in  Japan;  and  that  Messrs.  Speer 
and  Grant  be  requested  to  communicate  the  same  to 
the  Conference  of  Secretaries  in  America.  In  the 
discussion  of  the  matter  of  self-support  the  Council 
was  greatly  aided  by  the  information  given  by  Mr. 
Grant  and  Mr.  Speer,  who  addressed  the  Council  on 
the  subject  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman. 
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Resolved  that  the  preparation  of  a uniform  blank 
for  aided  churches  and  preaching  places,  for  use  in 
the  co-operating  missions,  be  referred  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Self-Support. 

( C ) .  Letters  of  dismissal. — Resolved  that  the 
Council  recommends  to  the  missionaries  to  exercise 
care  that,  as  far  as  possible,  when  church  members 
remove  to  places  where  other  churches  belonging  to 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan  are  located,  they  go 
provided  not  only  with  church  letters,  but  that  the 
attention  of  the  missionaries  in  or  near  the  places  to 
which  they  go  be  called  to  their  coming. 

(D) .  Co-operation . — The  last  meeting  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan  took  action  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter  of  co-operation  between  the 
missions  and  the  Japanese  Church,  the  substance  of 
which  is  shown  in  the  following : 

“ The  report  of  the  committee  (of  Synod)  to 
investigate  the  subject  of  co-operation  with  the 
missions : — 

“ The  committee  has  examined  the  matter  of  co- 
operation as  reported  from  each  of  the  presbyteries, 
and  since  we  do  not  observe  a single  instance  of  pro- 
per co-operation  we  propose  the  following  resolution : 
That  whereas  a co-operating  mission  is  one  that  plans 
and  executes  all  its  evangelistic  operations  through  a 
committee  composed  of  equal  numbers  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  a mission  working  within  the  bounds 
of  a presbytery  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan,  and 
of  members  of  said  presbytery,  be  it 

Resolved  that  a committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to 
consult  carefully  with  each  mission  having  hitherto 
held  co-operative  relations ; and,  further,  that  if  it 
appear  necessary  to  the  committee,  it  shall  have 
power  to  call  a special  meeting  of  the  Synod. 
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“ The  Synod  having  passed  the  above  resolution, 
respectfully  requests  that  the  missions  choose  a com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  Synod. 

Signed,  Wad  a HidetOyo, 


Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 


Japan. 


July  8th,  1897. 


A committee  of  three  having  been  appointed  to 
review  the  recent  action  of  the  Synod  in  reference 
to  co-operation  and  to  report  with  recommendations 
during  this  conference,  the  committee  brought  in 
both  a majority  and  a minority  report ; and  after 
much  discussion  the  following  action  was  taken : 

“ Whereas  the  Synod  at  its  late  session  in  Tokyo 
adopted  a minute  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  co-opera- 
tion between  the  presbyteries  and  the  missions, 
stating  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Synod,  constitutes 
true  co-operation,  and  appointed  a committee  of  seven 
to  confer  with  a similar  committee  from  the  co- 
operating missions  on  the  subject,  be  it 

Resolved  that  in  view  of  individual  and  widely 
differing  responsibilities,  co-operation  is,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Council,  best  carried  out  where  the 
Japanese  Church  organization,  in  its  sessions,  pres- 
byteries and  Synod,  directs  all  ecclesiastical  matters, 
availing  itself  of  the  counsels  and  assistance  of  the 
missions  or  missionaries  as  occasion  arises  ; while  the 
missions  direct  their  own  educational,  evangelistic  and 
other  missionary  operations,  availing  themselves, 
likewise,  of  whatever  counsel  and  assistance  they 
may  be  able  to  obtain  from  their  brethren  in  the 
Japanese  Church  ; and  that  under  these  circumstances, 
it  does  not  seem  best  to  enter  into  co-operation  as 
defined  by  the  Synod ; but  to  recommend  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  of  one  from  each  mission  to 
confer  with  the  committee  of  the  Synod  in  a spirit  of 
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fraternal  good  will,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
the  opinion  of  the  Council  and  endeavoring  to  pro- 
mote a better  understanding  on  the  subject  of  co- 
operation. 

Officers , Committees , Time  of  Next  Annual  Meeting , 

El  ction  of  &C' 

officers.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year : 


President T.  M.  MacNair. 

Vice-President H.  B.  Price. 

Secretary B.  C.  HAWORTH. 

Treasurer J.  C.  Ballagh. 


The  Rev.  H.  K.  Miller  was  appointed  to  write  the 
next  annual  report. 

committees.  The  following  standing  committees  were  appointed  : 


Committee  on  Arrangements  ; The  President  and 
Secretary. 


Committee 
Statistics  .. 


(S.  S.  Snyder. 
on  I H.  Harris. 

M.  Landis, 
(h.  Loomis. 


Publications 

Committee  

Committee  on  Self- 
Support  


T.  M.  MacNair. 
E.  R.  Miljjer. 
Wm.  Imbrie. 

G . W.  Fulton. 

H.  B.  Price. 

A.  Oltmans. 


T.  M.  MacNair. 

W.  C.  Buchanan. 

- H.  M.  Landis. 

Miss  S.  Evans. 

^Miss  M.  E.  Brokaw. 


Committee  on 
Entertai  nment . . . 


Resolved  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  be 
held  in  Karuizawa  on  the  Third  Thursday  in  J illy,  Next  Meeting* 
1898,  beginning  at  9 a.m. 

Resolved  that  the  secretaries  of  the  missions  be  Enment.in’ 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Committee  on 
Entertainment  the  names  of  the  members  of  their 
respective  missions  who  may  desire  entertainment 
during  the  meeting  of  Council  next  year. 

After  the  reading  and  approval  of  the  minutes,  the 
President  requested  Mr.  Speer  to  lead  in  a closing 
prayer.  The  Council  then  adjourned  after  the  sing-  Adjournment, 
ing  of  the  Long  Metre  Doxology  and  the  pronouncing 
of  the  Benediction  by  the  President. 

B.  C.  Haworth. 

Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SELF-SUPPORT 
RENDERED  TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  MISSIONS 
CO-OPERATING  WITH  THE  CHURCH  OF 
CHRIST  IN  JAPAN,  JULY  1897. 


Your  committee  appointed  “to  collect  information 
concerning  the  blanks  and  reports  used,  and  the 
methods  of  self-support  followed,  by  the  various 
missions  in  Japan,”  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report  : — 

After  consultation  with  the  several  members  of  the 
committee,  the  acting  chairman  issued  a circular  let- 
ter containing  nine  questions  bearing  upon  the  subject 
of  self-support  in  its  different  phases. 

Each  of  the  four  members  of  the  committee  now 
on  the  field,  was  given  a certain  number  of  missions 
with  which  to  enter  into  correspondence  ; and  as  a 
result  the  committee  received  replies  from  one,  and 
in  some  cases,  from  two  or  three  members  each,  of 
some  twenty-four  missions,  including  several  which 
are  not  classed  among  the  orthodox  churches. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  best  way 
in  which  to  bring  the  information  thus  obtained  be- 
fore the  Council  is  to  let  the  correspondents  speak 
for  themselves,  with  only  such  modification  as  is 
necessary  to  make  of  the  report  a connected  whole. 
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The  extracts  made  from  the  letters  sent  in  were  in 
answer  to  questions  on  the  following  points : {a) 

Blanks  and  reports  used  by  which  churches  and 
preaching  places  have  regularly  to  face  their  financial 
condition.  ( b ) Mission  policies  in  the  matter  of  self- 
support,  and  the  success  and  failure  met  with  in 
carrying  them  out.  (< c ) General  remarks,  suggestions 
and  opinions. 

In  addition  to  the  extracts  is  presented  a summary 
of  the  facts  elicited,  and  the  impressions  made  by  the 
extensive  correspondence  regarding  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  churches,  the  temper  of  evangelists,  pastors, 
and  people  concerning  self-support,  and  the  future 
prospects  for  the  development  of  the  idea  of  self- 
support  and  the  attainment  of  independence  by  the 
churches. 

i.  Mission  of  the  American  Baptist  Missionary 
Union. 

Uses  no  system  of  blanks,  and  has  no  definite 
policy.  Evangelists  paid  by  mission  funds  should 
make  it  their  business  to  evangelize,  going  here  and 
there  establishing  preaching  places,  and  until  the 
Christians  in  any  place  are  able  to  support  a pastor, 
one  of  their  number  should  act  as  overseer  of  the 
flock. 


2.  Mission  of  the  American  Board  of  Commission- 
ers for  Foreign  Missions. 

Uses  a blank  report  to  be  filled  up  monthly,  showing 
all  receipts  and  expenditures.  Has  no  special  policy 
in  force,  and  brings  no  special  pressure  to  bear  upon 
the  evangelists  with  a view  to  hastening  self-support. 
The  question  receives  more  attention  in  the  churches 
(native)  than  in  the  mission.  Of  organized  churches 
there  are  now  73,  38  of  which  are  self-supporting. 
Amount  of  money  raised  last  year  by  the  native 
churches,  $22,916.  The  rationalistic  and  national- 
istic wave  that  has  recently  swept  over  the  churches 
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has  interfered  with  and  delayed  self-support.  Where 
self-support  has  come,  it  has  been  due  to  earnest  faith 
and  earnest  zeal  born  of  the  presence  and  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Prior  to  wide-spread  success  in  the 
matter  of  self-support,  the  churches  must  get  back  to 
Christ  and  to  earnest  faith  in  his  Gospel. 

3.  The  Mission  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

Hitherto  has  used  no  form  of  blanks  for  reports. 

At  first  had  no  paid  evangelists  ; but  the  unity  of  the 
Japanese  in  insisting  upon  having  them,  and  the 
want  of  unity  in  the  mission,  made  the  Japanese 
strong  and  the  mission  weak,  so  that  there  are  at 
present  six  preachers  employed.  One  member  of 
this  mission  writes : “ My  own  idea  is  not  to  pay 

an  evangelist,  but  help  the  membership  through 
industrial  missions,  that  is,  help  them  in  this  way 
to  support  their  pastor.  * * * The  solution  of  the 
problem  of  self-support  is  the  ‘ Single  Tax 4 5 * * *  9 theory  ” ; 
and  as  an  illustration  or  argument  in  favor  of  his 
view,  he  refers  to  the  fact  that  the  priesthood  of  the 
Old  Testament  was  supported  by  a land  tax. 

4.  The  Mission  of  the  Christian  Church  of 
America. 

Uses  no  blanks  and  has  no  definite  policy.  One 
difficulty  is  that  the  salaries  of  the  preachers  are  as  a 
rule  higher  than  the  incomes  of  the  people  among 
whom  they  labor.  If  preachers  would  live  on  salaries 
of  8 or  10  yen,  the  people  would  be  able  to  support 
them. 

5.  The  Missions  of  the  Church  of  England. 

(a)  St.  Andrew’s  University  Mission. 

Uses  no  system  of  blank  reports.  In  each  diocese 

there  is  a society  called  Hokyu  Kwai  (Salary  Commit- 

tee), whose  express  object  is  the  promotion  of  self- 
support.  The  rule  in  general  is  this,  that  each 
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congregation  shall  give  according  to  its  estimated 
ability,  rather  than  according  to  the  number  of 
Christians  enrolled.  Success  has  been  but  partial  thus 
far ; though  the  present  is  a noticeable  improvement 
on  the  time  when  there  was  no  society  to  urge  the 
duty.  The  duty  should  be  persistently  enforced  by 
the  clergy  in  the  pulpit  and  at  the  vestry  meetings. 
Responsible  bodies  must  arouse  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Christians  a sense  of  the  duties  and  responsibility 
involved.  It  is  action,  not  debate,  that  is  wanted. 

( b ) Mission  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gospel  in  All  Lands. 

Gives  special  attention  to  self-support.  A commit- 
tee called  the  Hokyu  Kwai  has  been  in  existence  for 
some  time,  whose  business  it  is  to  urge  on  the  native 
Christians  the  duty  of  self-support  and  to  make  pay- 
ments in  aid  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  contributed. 
The  sums  promised  are  usually  paid  ; but  there  is  a 
disposition  not  to  increase  them.  No  system  of 
blanks  obtains.  It  is  the  rule  not  to  ordain  a deacon 
unless  the  people  agree  to  pay  one-third  of  the  salary, 
or  a priest  unless  two-thirds  are  provided. 

( c ) The  Mission  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society. 

The  question  of  self-support  continues  to  receive 

special  attention.  The  policy  is  to  encourage  indivi- 
dual churches  to  contribute  from  the  first  towards 
both  church  expenses  and  the  pastor’s  salary.  No 
help  in  fact  is  given  towards  rent  and  current  expenses. 
When  a pastor  or  lay  agent  is  appointed,  the  con- 
gregation must  pay  at  least  yen  4.50  toward  his 
support.  This  is  paid  to  a central  committee. 

6.  The  Mission  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.  S.  A. 

Has  no  blank  forms  and  no  special  policy.  Mission 
aid  is  regarded  as  merely  supplementary  ; but  this  is 
not  a rule  rigorously  enforced.  There  is  no  hearty 
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co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  native  pastors  ; though 
the  obligation  is  acknowledged.  Until  it  entered  the 
Council,  this  mission  had  no  supported  evangelists, 
and  the  churches  seemed  more  prosperous  than 
they  are  now  under  a paid  system.  Self-support  will 
come  when  missions  are  no  longer  able  or  willing  to 
aid  organized  churches.  No  aid  is  given  to  new 
work,  and  from  old  work  aid  is  gradually  withdrawn. 

7.  The  Mission  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  U.  S.  A. 

The  committee  did  not  succeed  in  getting  a reply 
from  any  representative  member  of  this  mission ; but 
learned  privately  that  the  mission  does  not  emphasize 
self-support,  that  it  takes  the  position  that  it  is  im- 
portant to  keep  the  church  under  foreign  control  for 
some  time  to  come,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  it  is 
right  and  proper  for  the  mission  to  pay  the  bills.  In 
a letter  received  from  a missionary  connected  with 
this  body,  the  following  sentence  occurs  : — “ I am  in 
favor  of  self-support  when  it  does  not  mean  on  the 
part  of  the  Japanese  freedom  from  mission  control 
and  direction.”  The  writer  believes  that  in  certain 
quarters  self-support  has  been  the  direct  outcome  of 
a desire  to  get  rid  of  foreign  control,  instead  of  being 
due  to  “ gratitude  and  love  to  God  for  his  redemp- 
tion ;”  and  further  that  “ injury  has  been  done  by 
pushing  the  question  at  the  wrong  place.” 

8.  The  Mission  of  the  Evangelical  Association  of 
North  America. 

Has  no  system  of  report  blanks  ; and  as  for  the 
policy  of  self-support  pursued,  the  whole  amount  of 
money  required  for*  salaries  is  fixed  by  the  General 
Conference,  and  of  this  amount  the  churches  are  ex- 
pected to  pay  20  per  cent.  The  Conference  assesses 
the  amount  payable  by  each  church  towards  making 
up  the  native  total.  The  stewards  raise  the  money 
in  their  respective  churches  and  report  the  same  at 


5 


the  Quarterly  Conferences.  The  plan  has  been  in 
operation  for  only  one  year,  but  is  believed  to  be  a 
good  and  practicable  one.  “The  Japanese  have 
been  spoiled  by  too  free  a use  of  American  money, 
and  it  is  always  difficult  to  deal  with  spoiled  children.” 
Recommends  that  a conference  of  all  the  missions  be 
held,  and  that  a uniform  method  for  the  gradual 
reduction  of  aid  from  abroad  be  adopted  by  the 
missions  and  the  Home  Boards. 

9.  The  Mission  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church. 

Self-support  does  not  receive  special  attention. 
The  policy  is,  that  a church  can  not  be  fully  organ- 
ized and  self-controlling  until  it  is  entirely  self-support- 
ing. Uses  no  system  of  report  blanks.  Believes  that 
missions  in  the  beginning  in  Japan  were  projected  on 
too  high  a scale,  and  that  as  churches  are  now 
managed,  the  natives  can  never  support  them  ; that 
salaries  etc.  will  have  to  be  brought  down  to  a level 
corresponding  with  ordinary  Japanese  life  before  the 
effort  to  push  self-support  will  succeed.  The  native 
pastors  and  churches  should  be  urged  to  take  up 
the  matter  seriously,  legislation  on  the  subject  by 
foreigners  not  being  likely  to  produce  the  desired 
result. 


10.  The  Mission  of  the  Evangelical  Protestant 
Missionary  Association.  (German  and  Swiss). 

Has  no  settled  policy,  though  special  attention  is 
paid  to  self-support.  Requires  the  congregation  to 
pay  at  least  part  of  the  current  expenses.  The  Japan- 
ese Christians  must  be  dealt  with  strictly  on  business 
principles.  The  policy  based  on  trust  and  confidence 
has  failed.  Church  independence  must  follow  finan- 
cial independence. 

11.  The  Mission  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Canada. 
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Has  a financial  schedule  showing  the  contributions 
of  the  churches  for  17  different  objects,  also  the 
amounts  paid  by  the  mission  for  substantially  the 
same.  A church  having 

from  12  to  20  members  pa 


The  scheme  is  based  on  an  estimated  salary  of  25 
yen  per  month.  In  cases  where  the  amount  paid  is 
less  than  this  sum  the  estimate  is  not  made  on  a 
smaller  basis.  Deficiencies  are  not  met  by  the 
mission,  but  paid  from  a fund  raised  by  the  churches. 
There  has  been  slow  progress  ; the  number  of  self- 
supporting  churches  being  three.  In  the  opinion  of 
one  of  the  members  of  the  mission,  the  system  is  “ not 
satisfactory.”  There  is  a lamentable  lack  of  the  true 
spirit  of  self-support  among  pastors  and  evangelists. 
In  the  above  mentioned  three  churches  no  particular 
method  was  followed  whereby  self-support  was  se- 
cured. The  essence  of  the  matter  was  this,  the  pastors 
were  imbued  with  the  right  spirit,  and  impressed  the 
same  upon  the  church  members,  making  them  believe 
they  could  be  self-supporting,  and  then  it  was  that 
they  became  so. 

12.  The  Mission  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  U.  S.  A. 

Self-support  receives  special  attention.  The  mission 
policy  is,  that  a certain  amount  is  granted  by  the 
missionary  society  in  America  and  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Annual  Conference,  to  be  apportioned  among 
the  various  churches  according  to  their  several  needs. 
The  balance  of  money  required  is  supposed  to  be  paid 
by  the  churches.  The  stewards  furnish  to  the 
Quarterly  Conference  and  to  the  presiding  elder  in 
each  district  detailed  statements  of  all  moneys  received 


„ 61  „ 80 

„ 81  „ 120 


21  „ 40 

41  » 60 
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and  paid  out,  including  the  amounts  received  from 
the  mission.  One  member  writes  that  a lack  of 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  preachers  is  a chief  obstacle 
to  success,  and  that  the  mission  made  the  mistake  of 
not  inculcating  a spirit  of  self-support  in  the  begin- 
ning. In  the  opinion  of  another,  the  system  has 
practically  failed,  the  only  place  in  which  self-support 
has  been  attained  being  where  the  membership  has 
been  revived  and  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  God.  It  is 
along  this  line  that  efforts  should  be  directed  to  in- 
crease the  spirit  of  self-support.  For  the  foreigner 
unduly  to  press  self-support  on  the  Japanese  is  unwise 
and  will  not  lead  to  permanent  success.  The  subject 
should  be  urged,  but  the  Japanese  left  to  work  out 
the  problem  for  themselves. 

13.  The  Mission  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  U.  S.  A.  (South). 

Special  attention  is  paid  to  self-support.  The 
policy  is,  to  pay  as  small  salaries  as  possible,  in  order 
that  the  churches  may  the  sooner  be  able  to  pay  them 
themselves.  No  system  of  blanks  is  used.  There 
are  two  self-supporting  churches,  which  became  so 
throngli  the  hearty  co-operation  of  their  pastors. 

14.  The  Mission  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church. 

No  report. 

15.  The  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U. 
S.  A.  (North). 

( a ) East  Japan  Mission. 

Uses  a system  of  blanks.  One  writer  says,  “ We 
have  no  fixed  mission  policy  at  present  and  the  ques- 
tion of  self-support  receives  no  special  attention. 
There  was  formerly  a sliding  scale,  in  accordance  with 
which  churches  or  preaching  places  were  asked  to  pay 
1/4,  1/2,  3/4,  or  all,  according  as  the  membership 
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reached  25,  50,  75,  or  100  adults.  It  proved  in- 
effectual and  was  discontinued.  Salaries  might  be 
paid  partly  in  kind , that  is  to  say,  by  donations,  as  is 
often  done  at  home.  The  examples  of  the  large 
salaries  paid  to  • teachers  and  presidents  of  mission 
schools  retard  self-support  and  breed  dissatisfaction.” 
Another  says  that  wherever  in  his  experience  self- 
support  has  been  reached,  it  has  been  by  the  method 
of  sympathetic  contact  with  the  people  on  the  part  of 
the  missionaries,  teaching  them  the  duty  of  paying 
church  expenses,  and  themselves  actually  setting  the 
example  of  giving.  The  same  correspondent  believes 
that  legislation  and  resolutions  can  not  help  the  cause, 
and  that  the  most  the  missionaries  can  do  is  to  get 
as  near  the  people  as  possible,  and  by  personal  precept 
and  example  inculcate  the  spirit  and  the  duty  of  self- 
support,  making  at  the  same  time  a careful  and 
judicious  use  of  mission  money  appropriated  for 
evangelistic  purposes. 

(i b ) West- Japan  Mission. 

A set  of  rules  was  adopted  last  autumn  to  the  effect 
that  no  organized  church  shall  be  aided  to  the  extent 
of  more  than  half  the  total  amount  required  for  its 
running  expenses ; and  that  in  no  case  shall  the  sum 
be  allowed  to  exceed  1 5 yen  per  month  ; this  action 
to  go  into  effect  when  a church’s  present  pastoral  re- 
lation or  that  of  stated  supply  shall  cease,  or  at  the 
latest  after  three  years  shall  have  elapsed : further, 
that  whenever  the  rule  bears  too  heavily,  the  mission 
shall  suggest  that  churches  so  affected  shall  seek  aid 
from  the  Home  Mission  Board  (native);  and  again 
that  the  mission  shall  hold  itself  responsible  for  no 
more  than  half  the  expenses  of  delegates  to  meetings 
of  Presbytery,  or  of  the  moving  expenses  of  pastors 
or  stated-supplies.  A blank  is  in  use  which  the 
evangelists  are  required  to  fill  out  monthly.  “ The 
only  way  to  manage  these  things  is  not  to  leave  any- 
thing to  the  individual  missionary,  but  to  have  a hard 
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and  fast  mission  rule  behind  which  the  missionary 
can  not  go,  and  from  which  the  Japanese  may  know 
there  is  no  appeal.  It  would  aid  the  cause  if  the 
Council  had  a uniform  rule,  thereby  securing  uniform- 
ity throughout  the  church/’  Another  correspondent 
expresses  the  belief  that  self-support  is  attainable  only 
through  the  mission’s  refusing  to  give  any  more  aid 
after  some  definite  time.  Still  another  writes  that  he 
has  seen  nothing  deserving  the  name  of  self-support, 
but  only  positive  retrogression.  He  believes  that  the 
best  plan  is  to  “ take  away  all  props  from  the 
churches  and  let  them  stand  or  fall  of  themselves.” 
The  whole  system  is  at  fault.  It  wTas  adopted  at  a 
time  when  no  one  could  foresee  the  present  condition. 
The  conditions  to-day  do  not  warrant  its  longer  con- 
tinuance, but  on  the  contrary  call  loudly  for  a new 
start.  The  Sanyo  Presbytery  since  the  withdrawal 
of  all  aid  has  more  than  doubled  the  amount  previ- 
ously raised  within  its  bounds.  It  undertakes  all  the 
expenses  of  its  own  meetings  ; taxes  the  Christians  in 
order  to  meet  these  expenses ; allows  delegates  five 
sen  a ri  for  travelling  (a  ri  is  two  and  a half  miles), 
but  nothing  for  hotel  expenses.  The  entertainment 
of  delegates  is  laid  upon  the  Christians  of  the  place 
of  meeting. 

1 7.  The  Mission  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U. 
S.  A.  (South). 

Very  especial  attention  is  given  to  the  subject  of 
self-support.  The  policy  pursued  is  the  same  as  that 
suggested^by  the  New  York  Conference  of  Secretaries. 
There  are  no  aided  churches,  nor  is  aid  given  formally 
to  preaching  places.  Thus  far  a fully  employed 
evangelist  has  charge  of  a group  of  believers  until  it 
can  call  a settled  pastor.  To  the  pastor’s  salary  the 
mission  as  such  gives  nothing,  though  individual 
missionaries  contribute  as  they  see  fit.  Py  this 
method  two  churches  attained  to  self-support  in  a 
comparatively  short  time.  Under  no  circumstances 
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is  aid  given  to  organized  churches.  The  progress 
thus  far  made  has  been  due,  in  the  opinion  of  one 
writer,  to  the  mission’s  taking  a firm  stand  on  the 
rules  approved  by  the  Home  Board.  “ To  have  a 
settled  policy  and  stick  to  it,”  he  says,  “ is  the  only 
way  to  secure  self-support.” 

1 8.  The  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America  (Dutch). 

(a)  North  Japan  Mission. 

Has  a blank  report  to  be  filled  out  monthly.  But 
little  further  is  done  in  a systematic  way  in  the  direc- 
tion of  self-support.  The  aim  is  to  get  preaching 
places  to  pay  either  the  rent  or  part  of  the  preacher’s 
salary.  The  blank  in  use  shows  the  amount  con- 
tributed by  the  churches  and  preaching  places,  and 
also  the  aid  received  from  the  mission.  The  question 
is  a most  important  one,  but  is  beset  with  many 
difficulties,  and  progress  must  be  slow  at  best.  Any 
set  of  rules  will  need  to  be  interpreted  freely,  and 
many  exceptions  allowed.  The  ground  of  national 
sentiment  or  pride  is  not  a proper  one  on  which  to 
seek  self-support.  Rather,  there  should  be  sincere 
and  earnest  devotion  to  Christ,  whence  will  come  the 
manifestation  of  the  fruits  of  grace.  Self-support  is 
the  first  duty,  and  generosity  or  benevolence  should 
not  take  precedence. 

(< b ) South- Japan  Mission. 

A blank  form  is  in  use,  and  “ Our  policy  is  to  get 
what  we  can,”  says  one  correspondent.  Estimates 
for  six  months  at  a time  are  made  out,  in  accordance 
with  which  the  churches  are  asked  to  pledge  certain 
definite  sums,  the  mission  agreeing  to'  provide  the 
remainder  of  what  is  required  ; but  the  mission  does 
not  furnish  any  money  beyond  the  amount  stipulated. 
Does  not  favor  a general  conference  of  all  missions  to 


discuss  self-support  ; but  believes  that  as  the  Council 
is  the  oldest  and  largest  association  of  workers  in  the 
country,  it  should  assume  the  leadership  and  act 
without  reference  to  other  missions. 

19.  The  Mission  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  (German). 

There  is  an  evangelistic  committee  composed  of  the 
male  members  of  the  mission.  It  has  charge  of  all  the 
evangelistic  work,  for  the  administration  of  which  it 
holds  monthly  meetings.  It  has  been  using  a blank 
report  for  five  years,  recently  improved,  which  pastors 
and  evangelists  are  required  to  fill  out  monthly  and 
forward  to  the  secretary  of  the  committee.  Although 
there  is  no  well  defined  policy,  special  attention  is  paid 
to  the  subject  of  self-support,  and  the  people  are  urged 
to  contribute  to  the  best  of  their  ability.  In  Miyagi 
Presbytery  the  practice  is  not  to  organize  churches 
until  they  can  be  wholly  self-supporting.  The  Chris- 
tians connected  with  preaching  places  are  expected  to 
pay  incidental  expenses,  and  in  some  cases  rent.  The 
mission,  as  a rule  undertakes  to  pay  the  evangelist’s 
salary,  with  a certain  amount  for  travelling,  if  neces- 
sary. On  account  of  a certain  action  taken  at  the 
last  meeting  of  Miyagi  Presbytery,  two  of  the  preach- 
ing places  hitherto  supported  by  the  mission,  have 
declared  themselves  independent.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  if  the  pressure  had  come  from  the  side  of  the 
mission,  self-support  in  both  these  places  would  have 
been  declared  utterly  impossible.  In  general  the 
mission  has  not  met  with  encouragement  in  the 
matter  of  self-support.  The  people  talk  much  on  the 
subject,  as  well  as  on  that  of  independence  ; but 
except  in  the  two  cases  above  mentioned  it  has  usu- 
ally stopped  there.  Two  of  the  most  flourishing 
preaching  places  were  handed  over  to  the  evangelistic 
committee  of  the  presbytery  in  order  to  hasten  their 
attainment  of  self-support  ; but  what  success  has  at- 
tended the  change  is  not  known. 
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20.  The  Mission  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Uses  no  system  of  blanks  ; but  the  evangelists  are 
required  to  report  on  the  condition  of  the  work  etc. 
every  month.  Preaching  places  are  expected  to 
furnish  light,  fuel,  and  other  incidental  expenses. 
Churches  are  not  organized  until  they  are  self-sup- 
porting. 

21.  The  Scandinavian  Mission. 

No  rules  and  no  self-supporting  churches.  “ The 
most  important  thing  is  to  teach  the  people  the 
‘ Bible  Method,’  and  above  all  else  the  secret  of  a full 
and  holy  consecration  to  God,  and  then  the  results 
will  be  marvelous.” 

22.  The  Mission  of  the  United  Brethren. 

Has  no  American  missionaries  in  the  field.  The 
work  is  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  G.  Irie,  Pbd.  He  states 
that  each  preaching  place  is  required  to  pay  its  inci- 
dental expenses,  and  wherever  possible,  a part  of  the 
preacher’s  salary.  Besides,  each  member  is  looked 
to  for  a contribution  of  50  sen  a year  to  the  Home 
Board. 

23.  The  Mission  of  the  Baptist  Southern  Conven- 
tion. 

Insists  on  putting  into  practice  the  principle  taught 
in  I.  Cor.  16:2  and  II.  Cor.  9:6.  The  standard  aimed 
at  is  one-tenth  of  the  Christian’s  income.  Under  this 
system  the  contributions  have  amounted  to  two  yen 
per  capita. 

24.  The  Mission  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Scotland. 

Has  no  definite  policy,  and  neither  blanks  nor  rules. 

25.  The  mission  of  the  Universalist  Church,  U. 
S.  A. 

Emphasizes  the  duty  of  self-support  continually. 
Pursues  the  policy  of  laying  a tax  upon  each  church 
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or  preaching  place,  apportioned  according  to  the 
number  of  members,  the  pastor  or  evangelist  being 
held  responsible  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

From  the  foregoing  extracts  and  the  general  sense 
of  the  letters  received  the  committee  gathers  the 
following : — 

1.  That  very  little  progress  in  self-support  has 
been  made  during  the  last  five  years,  and  that  the  , 
prospect  for  the  future  is  neither  hopeful  nor  en- 
couraging. The  letters  speak  of  the  want  of  a true 
spirit,  and  a proper  sense  of  responsibility  regarding 
the  matter  of  self-support.  There  are  noticeable  ex- 
ceptions it  is  true ; but  these  are  not  sufficiently 
numerous  to  offset  the  great  dearth  that  seems  to 
exist  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  Japan,  so  far  as  an  earnest  desire 
and  purpose  to  be  independent  of  all  forms  of  foreign 
financial  aid  is  concerned. 

2.  That  there  are  certain  remedies  proposed  for 
bringing  about  a better  state  of  affairs,  which  may  be 
classified  and  arranged  under  several  heads,  viz.  : 

(a)  The  education  of  the  people  in  the  sacred 
duty  of  taking  care  of  themselves.  It  is  ascertained 
that  to  raise  money  spasmodically  for  the  erection  of 
buildings,  or  for  the  relief  of  suffering,  or  for  benevol- 
ence, or  for  philanthropic  purposes  generally  is  not  a 
difficult  matter  ; but  the  duty  of  contributing  regular- 
ly and  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  in  connection 
with  local  congregations  meets  with  indifference  and 
neglect.  Intimate  and  sympathetic  contact  with  the 
people;  urging  them  in  a spirit  of  kindness  and 
affection  to  meet  the  expenses  of  organization  as  a 
Christian  community,  the  missionary  himself  setting 
the  example  of  giving — this  in  general  is  the  only 
effective  way  in  the  minds  of  some  for  securing  the 
end  of  self-support.  To  these  brethren  all  artificial 
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methods,  such  as  the  making  of  pro  rata  estimates  ; 
not  organizing  churches  until  they  are  able  to  pay 
their  own  expenses  etc.  are  useless  and  even  in- 
jurious; that  is  to  say,  legislation  on  the  part  of  the 
missions  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  self-support  is 
uncalled  for  and  will  prove  unproductive  of  good. 
Moral  suasion  by  the  missionary,  not  pressure  from 
the  missions,  is  their  motto. 

(< b ) The  above  is  one  extreme  revealed  by  the 
correspondence.  The  opposite  extreme  is  to  make 
hard  and  fast  rules,  to  which  there  shall  be  no 
exceptions,  making  it  obligatory  upon  the  churches 
and  preaching  places  to  raise  a certain  fixed  portion 
of  the  congregational  expenses,  or  the  whole,  as  the 
case  may  be,  according  to  the  numerical  strength  or 
the  supposed  financial  ability  of  the  membership.  A 
number  of  examples  are  given  where  such  necessity 
was  laid  upon  congregations  hitherto  supported  from 
mission  funds,  and  with  the  result  of  their  speedy 
attainment  of  self-support ; whereas,  on  the  other 
hand,  in  a number  of  cases  the  same  method  led  to 
the  employment  of  second  or  third  rate  men  at  smaller 
salaries  than  before,  or  even  to  the  discontinuance 
of  regular  preaching  services  altogether  ; and  thus  to 
great  injury  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  In  some  cases 
the  change  was  in  the  direction  of  the  combination 
of  two  or  more  places  under  one  evangelist. 

( c ) Between  these  two  extremes,  are  ranged  the 
great  majority  of  the  committee’s  correspondents. 
They  believe  it  to  be  wise  and  even  necessary  to  use 
mission  money  to  a limited  extent,  disbursing  it  ac- 
cording to  certain  prescribed  rules  by  which  the 
Christians  shall  pay  part  of  their  regular  local  ex- 
penses. In  this  way  a greater  measure  of  liberality 
may  be  secured  and  the  spirit  and  duty  of  self- 
support  inculcated.  These  brethren  would  have  rules, 
but  would  interpret  them  freely  and  admit  of  excep- 


15 


tions.  They  think  that  progress  should  be  made 
slowly,  allowing  sufficient  time  for  a healthly  senti- 
ment to  grow  up  in  the  hearts  of  the  church  members. 
They  would  regard  all  rules  and  policies  as  rather 
suggestions  of  method  than  as  means  whereby  to 
bring  pressure  to  bear  for  the  purpose  of  squeezing 
out  money  from  the  people. 

3.  That  as  to  the  advisability  or  practicability  of 
having  a general  council  or  conference  of  all  the 
missions,  in  which  to  discuss  the  question  of  self- 
support,  and  if  possible  adopt,  common  measures  for 
its  solution,  the  majority  of  the  correspondents  are 
adverse,  believing  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  hit  upon 
any  one  plan  which  would  suit  all  the  various  forms 
of  ecclesiastical  machinery  represented  on  the  field. 
A respectible  minority,  however,  are  in  favor  of  having 
such  a conference,  regarding  it  as  perhaps  the  only 
way  in  which  the  problem  of  self-support  can  be 
solved. 
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